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Tiverton Town Council 

Town Hall, St Andrew Street, Tiverton, Devon EX16 6PG 

Town Clerk: J.F. Vanderwolfe Chartered MCIPD 

Email:townclerk@tivertontowncouncil.gov.uk 

Phone: 01884 253404 Fax: 01884 258550 

 

 

Minutes of the Tiverton in Bloom Committee held on Monday 29th January 2018 

at 5.30pm. 

 

Present: Cllr’s W Burke (Chairman), N Davey, S Griggs, C Daw, A Walker, D Knowles and C Harrower. 

 In attendance Julie Hubbard, clerical assistant. 

 

37 Apologies 
Resolved to accept apologies from Philippa Grainger who was away. 
 

38 Declaration of Interest under the Code of Conduct 
There were no Declarations under the Code of Conduct made at this stage of the 
meeting. 
 

39 Minutes 
The Minutes of the Meeting held on the 15th May 2017 were adopted as a true 
record. 
 

40 Matters Arising from the minutes that are not an agenda item 
Nil 
 

41 Review of South West in Bloom (judges’ comments) and decision for entry into 2018 
competition. 
Cllr Burke read out the marking and feedback sheet with the judges’ comments from 
SW in Bloom for Tiverton’s 2017 entry. 
The following suggestions were made in order to address the areas of improvement 
listed on this form.  

 Cllr Burke informed the group that the landlady from Courtney’s Bar in Castle 
Street had engaged in some fundraising last year with the aim of enhancing 
Castle Street. Cllr Burke proposed to contact her to discuss the possibility of 
her purchasing a trough with some of the funding raised, which could then be 
placed in the street at a suitable spot.   

 

 Cllr Burke told the group he would speak to Jon Wheatley of South West in 
Bloom regarding the allowance of time allocated for Tiverton’s entry, with the 
aim being to try to secure extra time in order to cover more of the Grand 
Western Canal and local residents’ garden tours. 
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 Cllr Burke said that he would engage with PCSO Dion Howells via the admin 
office to explore the possibility of a boat tour with the judges utilising the 
Community Patrol Boat so as to view more of the canal. 

 

 Cllr Burke informed the group that he would like to enter the ‘It’s your 
neighbourhood category for 2018 and would contact all relevant groups. 
 

 Cllr Harrower informed the group that Tiverton Sea Cadets had an empty boat 
which was currently used for decorative purposes only. She said that they had 
wanted to use this to plant flowers but did not have enough funds to allow 
them to do so. Cllr Burke said he would speak to the current commanding 
officer to discuss further. 
 

 Cllr Harrower said that there were two outstanding gardens in Francis 
Crescent which had an oriental theme and which in her opinion would be 
suitable to include in the judges tour. 
 

 Cllr Burke said he would try to contact Dr. Gavin Haig who had helped to 
establish the current Tiverton Hospital Wildlife Garden with the aim of 
ensuring that it could be presented in tip top condition for the SW in Bloom 
judges. 

 He also informed the group that he would ensure that he would include 
examples of the new tree trail at Westexe Park in the judge’s tour for this year. 
 

 The committee were informed by Cllr Burke that the town centre seating 
issues were going to be addressed. Andrew Pritchard of MDDC had spoken to 
the Town clerk regarding the seating and informed him that there would be a 
removal of some of the present seats and possible renovation or replacement 
of the remainder. There was no timeframe provided for the completion of this. 

 

 Cllr Burke informed the committee that MDDC had now cut all funding 
towards Tiverton in Bloom. This meant the loss of valuable funding. 

 

 Cllr Knowles proposed that all the wire hanging baskets suspended on the 
town’s lampposts and previously funded by MDDC were omitted this year in 
order to save money. He felt that they were not necessary as the main flower 
baskets and troughs provided more than enough colour. The committee 
agreed to omit the wire baskets. Cllr Burke said that he would look into the 
removal of all the brackets currently on the lampposts. It was agreed to keep 
the troughs fixed to the town railings previously funded by MDDC. 

 

 Cllrs Harrower and Daw suggested utilising the Canal Tearooms this year as a 
suitable luncheon venue for the SW in bloom. The committee agreed to this 
idea. 
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 They both expressed their concern with the foyer boxes in the town hall 
building  

 

 The committee were asked by Cllr Burke if they were happy to enter the SW in 
Bloom 2018 competition, all agreed they were. 
 

 Cllr Burke informed the group that Taunton Deane had been awarded the 
contract for the provision of the flowers. He stated that the colour scheme 
would be a return to the hot pinks and purples that had been so successful in 
2016. 
 

 Cllrs Harrower and Daw both expressed disappoint that the local nursery at 
Cove had not been contacted. They said that they had spoken to the 
gentleman running the nursery who had expressed a keenness to tender for 
this. They both felt that the quality of the flowers provided by Taunton Deane 
for 2017 had been inferior. Cllr Burke responded by saying that in his opinion 
the fault had been in the choice of pastel colours. 

 

 The clerical assistant apologised but stated that she had been unaware of this 
nursery wanting to tender. However she said that she had contacted two 
other nurseries Boyce’s in Exeter whose quote was substantially higher than 
Taunton Deane and MG Webber, West Country Grown Ltd, in Honiton who 
were not overly enthusiastic in their response in providing a quotation. A 
number of other nurseries had also been contacted but who were not able to 
supply the amount required and did not have the manpower to plant up a 
large number of baskets and troughs so were unable to tender. 

 

42 Approval of hanging basket sponsor letter. 
The committee approved the layout of the basket sponsor letter in the format 
presented. 

43 Approval of Tiverton in Bloom Stickers for 2018. 
The committee approved the design for the proposed 2018 sponsor sticker. 

44 Approval of the Tiverton in Bloom Garden Competition entry form. 
The committee approved the layout of the entry form albeit with the addition of a new 
category suggested by Cllr Walker of Exotic Garden.  
 
Cllr Burke informed the group that he would endeavour to enlist the couple from Bampton 
who kindly judged the 2017 garden competition to see if they might do so again. 
 

45 Children and Schools competition ideas for 2018. 
Cllr’s Daw and Harrower suggested linking this year’s competition theme to the 100th 
anniversary of the “Women’s right to vote” and the suffragette movement. This was 
approved by the committee.   

46 Judging dates for Children/ Schools competition and Tiverton in Bloom Garden Competition 
It was agreed to hold the children/schools competition judging on Thursday 12th July 2018 and 
the Tiverton in Bloom garden competition on Friday 20th July 2018. 
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Members of the committee were keen to ensure that the local nurseries be included in the 
invitation letters due to be sent out by the admin office for the children’s/schools 
competition. 

47 Attendance of Seminar. 
Cllr Burke informed the group that 5 members had expressed a wish to attend the SW in 
Bloom Spring Seminar, these being Cllrs Knowles, Harrower, Daw, Burke and Philippa 
Grainger, but that budget restrictions governed that only 4 could attend.  
Cllr Knowles said that he would drop out in order for the others to attend. 

48 Friends Groups. 
Cllr Burke informed the group that the criteria for the entry into SW in Bloom had evolved to 
encompass more community involvement. To this end he proposed the formation of a new 
“Friends of the Park” group. Discussion by the committee then commenced with various 
avenues of how to engage and recruit possible volunteers. The two town parks both 
possessed areas in need of regeneration in the ownership of MDDC. 
 
 It was proposed by Cllr Burke to contact Mr Andrew Pritchard of MDDC with the aim of trying 
to seek permission for a possible garden project site. This would need to be established 
before any possible group could be set up.  
 
Cllr Harrower suggested the new group could involve members of the local Women’s Institute 
or the Tiverton Garden Club.   
 
Cllr Daw suggested involving younger members of the community with perhaps the Princes’ 
Trust or the local schools. 

49  Fund raising for 2018. 
The committee felt that as they had proposed to cut back on the hanging baskets this would 
offset any shortfall in funding. 
 

50 Working with MDDC and how? 
It was decided to try to engage with MDDC through Andrew Pritchard in the first instance as it 
was vital to maintain links in order to have a successful “in bloom” event.  
 
The Town Clerk had informed Cllr Burke of the National Rotary Tree Challenge that was taking 
place this year and how this perhaps could be incorporated into the Tiverton in Bloom. 
 
The admin office contacted the president of the Tiverton Rotary Club Kevin Finan by email 
who subsequently forwarded the email to Sue Godfrey who is the key person involved with 
this project. She said that she had spoken to Andrew Pritchard about the possible siting of the 
trees and was waiting on his reply. She welcomed any suggestions or ideas of suitable 
planting sites for a national planting in March 2018 from the committee. 
 
Cllr Burke suggested Westexe Park or the green strip running along the front of the Walronds 
housing estate. 
 

51 Portfolio and photographs for 2018 (whose responsibility and what theme idea?) 
Cllr Knowles was asked by the clerical assistant if he wanted to be the designated 
photographer for Tiverton in Bloom this year. He agreed with the proviso that the office 
contact him to notify him of possible photo opportunities. 
 
The clerical assistant asked the group for ideas and or themes for this year’s portfolio. 

52 Prices for baskets in 2018 
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The committee agreed to increase the cost of the hanging baskets by the sum of £1 per 
basket inclusive of VAT which equated to £49.00 per basket for 2018. 

53 Date for next meeting. 
TBA. 

 

 


