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Minutes of the Tiverton in Bloom Committee held on Monday 3rd December 

2018 at 5.15pm Mayoralty Room. 

 

Present: Cllr’s W Burke (Chairman), D Knowles, A Walker, C Harrower. 

 In attendance Town Clerk (John Vanderwolfe), Cllr J Rendle (Mayor) and Julie Hubbard (Assistant to the 

Town Clerk) 

 

73 Apologies 
Apologies were accepted for Cllr S Griggs & Mrs P Grainger. 
Absent: Cllrs N Davey, and C Daw. 
 

74 Declaration of Interest under the Code of Conduct 
There were no Declarations under the Code of Conduct. 
 

75 Minutes 
The Minutes of the Meeting held on the 17th September 2018 were adopted as a true 
record. 
 

76 Matters Arising from the minutes that are not an agenda item 
Cllr Harrower requested for the Town Hall plant troughs to be cleaned up before the 
Mayors Christmas Drinks on the 15th December 2018. She said that the troughs were 
detrimental to the foyer and the presentation of the Town Hall.  
She suggested that grey slate could be used and would look better than the dead 
vegetation and dry compost.  
Cllr Harrower said that she was willing to assist in this.  
The committee decided that artificial planting would be more suitable for this area as 
previous plants had not thrived well in the troughs. This could then be easily changed to 
suit the occasion.  
Cllr Burke would now implement this for the New Year. 
 

77 Retail price of baskets 2019. 
The Town Clerk informed the committee that Mr J Hewitt proposed to keep his charges 
at the same rate as for 2018.  
Cllr Burke informed the committee that Taunton Deane Nursery had been awarded the 
contract to supply the town’s floral displays for 2019. He said that Cove Garden Nursery 
which had been previously suggested was too small a business to supply the number that 
the town needed.  
The colour scheme for the town’s floral displays for 2019 would be Dark Blue, Hot Lip 
Pink and Apricot.  
Cllr Harrower asked if there would be trailing planting in the baskets. 
Cllr Burke replied that there would be trailing plants. 
The Town Clerk informed the committee that there had been a 3% increase in the costs 



 
 

of the baskets.  
He suggest that the cost of the baskets should increase and suggested a price of £46.25 + 
VAT. He explained that the largest portion of the cost per basket was the watering at 
£28.00 per basket. 
Cllr Knowles said that this was too high, and he feared that the traders would not be able 
to afford this increase.  
He asked the Town Clerk if the cost of the watering could be subsidised and whether the 
contribution that TTC currently gave towards grass cutting to MDDC could be reduced, 
with the remainder as a subsidy. 
The Town Clerk replied that the grass cutting contribution was a separate budget. He 
advised that MDDC had now stopped contributing towards Tiverton in Bloom and with 
further budget restraints as a result of the loss of Government funding this would not be 
very practical as grass verges would still need to be cut. 
The Town Clerk suggested that the Precept could be increased to accommodate extra 
funding for Tiverton in Bloom.  
The committee were in agreement that the cost of £46.25 + VAT was too high, Cllr 
Harrower said that an increase of £1 would be more acceptable, and suggested the price 
of £50.00 including VAT per basket. 
 

78 Budget 2019/2020 
Proposed budget attached. 
 

79 Portfolio 2019 and Diary of Events 
The Town clerk asked the committee for ideas and suggestions for a diary of events for 
Tiverton in Bloom 2019. He said that South West in Bloom now focused strongly on the 
community aspects of In Bloom and that working on monthly or quarterly events would 
help towards the material for producing a portfolio.  
Cllr Harrower and Cllr Walker said that they had helped whenever they could to assist 
with community involvement and general tidying of the town before judging but that 
they could not do this on their own.  
The Town Clerk said that perhaps there should be a drive to recruit more outside help 
from members of the public, he said that the committee struggled too through lack of 
council members.  
It was agreed to request for more members for the Tiverton in Bloom Committee at the 
next Full Council Meeting. 
The Assistant to the Town Clerk informed the committee that there had been the offer of 
a project at the People’s Park to rejuvenate the old rockery garden, but that it needed 
someone to draw up a draft for a new design, demonstrate sustainable planting, along 
with suitable risk assessments and health and safety documents before any work could 
commence. 
Cllr Burke replied to say that he would like to see a cottage garden design and is keen to 
start this project. He said that there was a group that entered the IYN competition that 
may be interested in helping with the project. 
Cllr Harrower said that she knew someone with horticultural expertise and would ask if 
they could assist with a design. 
 
 

         80 Fund raising and Marketing 
Cllr Burke said that there was a need for new troughs, these would cost £250 each. 
It was suggested to try for secure outside funding in the form of grants such as the 
Heathcoat Trust, or the Bags of Help that the supermarket chain Tesco ran. 



 
 

Cllr Burke agreed to send letters with the aim of securing more funding for Tiverton in 
Bloom. 
The Town Clerk said that it might be a good idea to have some marketing for Tiverton in 
Bloom to help publicise what they did for the town and how it benefited the community. 
This in turn may then lead to outside bodies assisting in the form of voluntary help or 
funding. This could be in the form of a “Friends of Tiverton in Bloom” yearly subscription. 
 
 

81 Date of Next Meeting Monday 11th February 2019 at 5.30pm. 

 

 


