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Tiverton Town Council 

Town Hall, St Andrew Street, Tiverton, Devon EX16 6PG 

Town Clerk: J.F. Vanderwolfe Chartered MCIPD 

Email:townclerk@tivertontowncouncil.gov.uk 

Phone: 01884 253404 Fax: 01884 258550 

 

 

Minutes of the Tiverton in Bloom Committee working party held on Thursday 

8th June 2017 at 2pm 

 

Present: Cllr’s W Burke (Chairman), D Knowles, C Harrower, A Walker, Mrs P Grainger, Joe Scully MDDC 

Parks Manager, Alan Ottey (Market/Town Centre Manager, John Vanderwolfe, Town Clerk and clerical 

assistant, Julie Hubbard. 

  

 Apologies 
Resolved to accept apologies from Cllrs N Davey, Sue Griggs (work) Cllr Chris Daw 
( holiday) 
 

Preparation 
for judging 

Street furniture (Town centre seats) The committee and guests discussed the 
condition of the town centre seats. Philippa Grainger explained to the group that 
the Portas team had originally undertaken the task of enhancing the said seats by 
repairing and re-painting.  
 
The group agreed that repairing and re-painting these seats was at this stage the 
quickest solution before the judging of the town commenced. 
 
Town centre manager confirmed that he would look into arranging for the seats 
to be repaired and painted. Joe Scully said that MDDC could probably bulk order 
and secure the paint that would be needed. He advised adopting a uniform dark 
colour. 
 
The committee made the decision to paint the seats dark green. 
 
Bill posting: The group discussed the bill posting facility in Phoenix Lane. All 
agreed that this structure needed removing. The Town clerk expressed a small 
concern as it provided an area for local posters to be displayed and said that 
before it was installed, the town centre had had problems with fly posting.  
 
Town centre manager informed the group that it was scheduled to be removed as 
per MDDC’s Nick Sanderson. Alan suggested that perhaps members of the public 
could utilise the Pannier Market noticeboard. Philippa suggested that perhaps a 
new notice board could be purchased similar to the one already in use in Phoenix 
lane. She requested that if the removal of the drum did not take place before the 
judging that the bill posting drum be stripped down properly so that it looked 
clean and tidy. The town clerk said the litter pickers could be asked to do this. 
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Graffiti: the group is hoping that Cllr Daw will once again liaise with MDDCs 
streetscene to clean the graffiti in the town centre. Town centre manager also 
offered to assist with this. 
 
Litter picking/weed clearing: Philippa asked if she could use the town council’s 
litter cart in order to weed around the town centre. Town clerk said that this 
would not be a problem. 
 Joe Scully confirmed that MDDC had recently sprayed weed killer on the 
unwanted vegetation growing in and around the town centre.  
Cllr Harrower said she would be willing to once again assist in ensuring the route 
is clean and tidy in preparation for the judging as she had done last year. 
Alan said that he could put a piece in the newsletter to request traders to ensure 
their immediate area is tidy. 
Philippa said that she would like the committee to arrange to meet the volunteer 
litter groups before the judging took place. 
Volunteer/friends groups: The group all agreed that a friends of the park or other 
such volunteer team was needed. Joe suggested that for the portfolio the 
committee arrange to hold an initial first meeting in September or October to 
establish the Friends of the Park group which he said could in the beginning just 
incorporate the members present and that this could be included in the portfolio 
as a working future project. The committee could have a plan of action, two or 
three meetings a year and establish a 10 year regeneration of the parks plan. Cllr 
Knowles suggested taking a photo of friends and members as a “rental group “and 
this could then be used for the portfolio. Joe reiterated that the budgets were 
limited for parks and there was a need for a proactive friends group to assist with 
the regeneration. 
 

Judging day Route planning: The Chairman Cllr Burke explained that there was a 2.5 hours’ 
time limit in place for the route and that this must showcase everything within 
reason that the committee wanted the judges to see.  
Both Philippa and Cllr Harrower had planned out similar routes which took in 
Knights Hayes Court, Bolham School and the Hartnoll Hotel. Both Joe Scully and 
Cllr Harrower thought that involving the BMX track in the route would be a 
positive, with Joe suggesting that he might be able to contact a couple of riders to 
perform a small display when the judges were present. 
 
Cllr Harrower stressed the importance of community being seen to be at the 
heart of the proposed route and explained that this should reflect all aspects of 
this from the very young to the more senior members of the town. 
She explained that she along with Cllr Daw had been keen to engage in both local 
schools and local business people and welcomed the participation of both Bolham 
School and Hartnoll Hotel. 
 Philippa was keen to have the judges visit the walled garden at Knighthayes as a 
lot of the work undertaken there was carried out by volunteers, pointing out that 
the walled garden is very unique and well known. 
Cllr Burke said that he would now consider all the suggestions and test the route 
to see if the timescale fitted with the proposals. 
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Judges refreshments & luncheon: Alan said that he would be happy to host the 
judges and said that they would be very welcome to have a lunch in the Pannier 
Market which could be supplied by Deli Shack Café. The town clerk said that 
perhaps a ploughman’s lunch could be laid on for this. The committee were happy 
to go along with this suggestion. The chairman asked the town clerk if the costs 
for the laying on of the lunch could come from the Tiverton in Bloom funds, the 
town clerk confirmed that it could. 
Members of the Community to meet the judges: Philippa suggested that the 
judges could meet with the owner of Courtney’s Bar to discuss her involvement 
with the setting up of a community group whose interest lay in the Castle Street 
area. 
The Chairman invited Alan Ottey to meet the judges to showcase the Pannier 
Market area and Joe Scully to view the new conservation areas he and his team 
have been working on in the town cemetery.  The town clerk suggested that 
Jordan Hewitt who has installed and who also maintains the floral displays be 
invited to meet with the judges at the Town Hall. 
Judges presentation: The group agreed that the judges should start at the town 
hall for the welcome, coffee and presentation and try to secure the local press for 
this. The judges would then be given copies of the Tiverton in Bloom portfolios 
before they embarked on their tour of the town.  
Cllr Knowles agreed to produce the slide show for the presentation along with 
photographs, as in previous years.   
Alan suggested including some poetry to accompany the photos. The committee 
liked this idea, Philippa suggested Paul Mortimore might like to contribute. 
 
 

Portfolio 
presentation 

The group were keen to include as much community involvement content as 
possible in the portfolio by the use of photographs and accompanying captions to 
display what Tiverton in Bloom means to the town. Cllr Knowles has been taking 
photographs throughout the season and would let the admin office have these for 
the portfolio.  
 
Joe Scully informed the committee of one of MDDC’s new conservation and bio-
diversity projects at the town cemetery which he thought would be suitable for 
inclusion in the Tiverton in Bloom portfolio. He invited the Chairman to view this 
after the meeting, the Chair accepted. 
 

Hanging 
basket 
update 

The Chairman informed the group that the baskets had begun to be installed and 
that the colour of blue and gold had been chosen for this year’s displays. 

Garden 
Competition 
and judging 

arrangements 

The Chairman informed the group that this year they were running a school’s 
W.W.1. themed category similar to last year’s successful scarecrow theme. 
He told the group that he has yet to secure judges for the garden completion. 
Philippa suggested asking Mr & Mrs Kerslake who were previous winners of the 
competition. Other suggestions were to ask if anyone from the Wishing Well 
Nurseries or Homebase would be willing to do this. The Chairman will now 
endeavour to arrange this. 
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Date of next 
meeting 

TBA 
 
 

  
 
 

 

 


