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Keeping in touch with our local community 

Message from Tiverton Town Mayor Cllr Wallace Burke 

Cllr Wallace Burke had attended may events in the Town and was pleased to have 
been invited to the High School and Blundells School for various events. He had 
attended many church services in neighbouring towns. The Mayor was particularly 
pleased with the fantastic support that local traders had given towards the 
Tiverton in Bloom flower displays. The South West in Bloom presentations were 
taking place in Torquay on the 5th October and Cllr Burke and members of the 
Tiverton in Bloom Committee were excited to attend to see how well the town 
was placed this year. The Mayor was very pleased with the organisation and 
execution of the Perambulation of the Leat event on 9th September 2017. Over 
500 people started the seven mile walk with over 400 finishing the event. The 
Mayor wanted to thank the Withy boys and girls from Blundells and Tiverton High for the professional way that they 
conducted their duties. The Mayor had been saddened by the passing of a serving councillor. He paid tribute to Pete 
Robbins, saying that his enthusiasm would be missed. Cllr Burke had travelled to the town of Hofheim with the Twinning 
Committee and had exchanged gifts with local dignitaries. He was very pleased with the continuing warm relationship that is 
maintained with both the twin towns of Hofheim and Chinon.  

Contact us: Tel 01884 253404 or Email  assistant@tivertontowncouncil.gov.uk 

Message from Town Clerk—Mr J Vanderwolfe FILCM 

During the year we decided to place some counters on our two main toilet units, which are in 

the Market and Westexe Car Park, to see what sort of usage there is on a daily basis. This is also 

coupled with the feedback from a number of members of the public that feel that there should 

be some form of public toilet facility nearer to the bus station. A small working party has recent-

ly been set up to investigate this.  

On Sunday 30th April we were visited by the Captain and members of the crew of HMS Enter-

prise. This event took a great deal of organising, but was a fantastic day; although sadly the 

weather was not so kind to us.  

The Council made the decision to take over the Town Hall from the district council. It is often said that life goes around in a 

circle, and as the then Borough Council had to pass the building over to the district in 1974, that seems to have a ring of 

truth about it. We did however have a bit of a battle over some of the paintings that hang in the town hall. The district felt 

that they might wish to take them away. Some of those painting have lived in the town hall for the whole life of the building, 

and were actually in the previous Guildhall or Town House which stood on the same site. I am pleased to say that we man-

aged to persuade them that they should stay, so they are now on loan to us. One painting, which is the property of the town 

council, of Viscount Palmerston, who was one of the Members of Parliament for Tiverton, and was also Prime Minister on 

two occasions, is at present being restored.  

Despite the growing pressure to increase the services that we undertake we once again were able to keep our precept at 

what I would consider to be a very reasonable rate.  

John Vanderwolfe FILCM Chartered MCIPD 

Town Clerk  



 Perambulation of the Leat—9th September 2017 

The Perambulation of the Town Leat also known as water-bailing is an ancient     
custom that takes place in the town of Tiverton, Devon, England, once every 
seven years. The event commemorates and claims the gift of the town's water 
supply in the 13th century by Isabella, Countess of Devon and involves walking 
the length of the watercourse to its source six miles away at Norwood Common. 

The procession started at the Town Hall and was led by the four individuals 
known as "pioneers" armed with pickaxes and sledgehammers. Behind the 
pioneers was the Bailiff of the Hundred, Cllr S Flaws who carried an ancient staff of office, behind him were the "Withy-boys" 

drawn from Blundell's School and Tiverton High School whose job it was to whip 
the stream with sticks – or withy-wands.  

Over 500 people started the walk this year and a record number of over 400 people 
completed the seven mile walk. There were no major injuries and everbody 
enjoyed the day, braving some pretty 
awful weather.  

Gin and Jam WI were there to feed and 
water the walkers at the half way point 
of Allers Water Works. A talk was given 

stating the importance of the water supply by Chris Rockey from South West 
Water who was suitably dressed at a Dickensian character. 

Tiverton Town Council had organised entertainment at the end of the walk with a 
beer tent, hot food stalls, jazz band and morris dancers.  The hospitality of local 
farmers and land owners is crucial for the event to continue and the council were pleased to see the way in which all of the 
walkers respected the and cleaned up after themselves along the way. 

The next even will be in 2024 and we look forward to seeing you 
there! 

 



Why Allotments are good for you!!!!! 
 
In a recent survey of National Allotment Society members, ‘nearly every person said their love of allotment gardening comes 
from the fresh air, home grown produce, healthy lifestyle and like-minded people this activity offers’. 
Owning your own allotment can be a very sociable experience and can also improve both physical and mental health. Just 30 
minutes of working on your allotment can burn around 150 calories! Time spent out in the sunshine boosts vitamin D levels 
(but remember to top up your sunscreen) and this enjoyable activity is also known to increase serotine levels, making you feel 
happier and healthier. 
 
A sense of community can really grow and tips on the best methods of producing good quality crops can be shared and 
passed on to less experienced gardeners, giving them more confidence when getting started. 
 
The environmental benefits are also significant, with food miles and your carbon footprint being reduced by eating locally and 
seasonally and being able to walk to and from your nearby plot.      
 
Allotments provide essential habitats for wildlife in urban communities, 
helping to increase biodiversity in built-up areas. 
 
Running an allotment can be a big commitment and requires time and 
hard work but if you put in the effort, you will reap the health and well 
being benefits and save money on your weekly shop. 
 
If you are interested in renting an allotment we have some available. 
Please contact us on 01884 253404. Rents start at £16.00 per year! 

Thomas Henry Sage VC—4th October 2017 
 
As we remember the events of 100 years ago we also remember our own local hero Pte Thomas Henry Sage who was 
awarded the VC on 4th October 1917.  
 
The official citation reads as follows; 
 
‘He and eight other men were in a shell hole. One of the men was shot while throwing a bomb which fell in the shell hole. 
Sage immediately threw himself on the bomb thereby undoubtedly saving the lives of several of his comrades, though he 
himself sustained very serious wounds.’ 
 

This achievement is going to be proudly recognised with a 
ceremony unveiling a plaque dedicated to Thomas at the 
Memorial Hall. Local dignitaries, veterans and Thomas's 
family will gather on Angel Hill on 4th October 2017. All are 
welcome to unveiling of the plaque. The photos show young 
soldiers lined up on Angel Hill, Tiverton ready to go to War in 
1914 and Thomas Henry Sage.  
 

Christmas Lights Switch On 

Tiverton Town Council finances the Christmas Lights in the Town and are two years into a 

three year contract with Festive Lighting. The Sparkly Green Pants are having their last 

airing this year and will hopefully bring many visitors into the Town. The Christmas Lights 

Switch On Event is going to be held on Saturday 2nd December. 

 



Tiverton Town Councillors 2017 

 WARD COUNCILLOR Tiverton Town Council TELEPHONE Email 

Cranmore Stephen Bush 53 Lazenby Road, Tiverton EX16 4AJ 07976641304 dramatechws@gmail.com 

Cranmore Susan Griggs Old Vicarage, St Andrew Street, Tiver-
ton EX16 6PH 

07850375895 hs-g@hotmail.co.uk 

Cranmore Christina Daw 101 Palmerston Park, Tiverton EX16 
5PG 

01884 257829 

07931407424 

cpgdaw@sky.com 

Cranmore Clarissa Slade 8 Blackthorn Avenue, Tiverton EX16 
6TY 

01884 252301 Cels309@hotmail.co.uk 

Cranmore Kevin    Wilson 49 Hawks Drive, Tiverton EX16 6WW 07974 623529 Kevin.wilson13@btopenworld.com 

Cranmore Leslie Cruwys 2 Ford Road Tiverton EX16 4BA 01884 563153 lescruwys@hotmial.com 

Castle Janet Rendle Lower Mellguards, Park Road, Tiverton 
EX16 6AU 

01884 254914 jr@mellguards.eclipse.co.uk 

Castle Benjamin Hold-
man 

Flat 23D Gold Street, Tiverton EX16 
6QB 

07757651807 1benholdman@gamil.com 

Castle Elizabeth Slade 8 Blackthorn Avenue, Tiverton Ex16 
6TY 

  

01884 252301 Ejs309@hotmail.co.uk 

Castle Jeff Rawlings 73 Belmont Road, Tiverton EX16 6EQ 

  

07753361836 Jeffrawlings13@gmail.com 

Castle Paul Young Isca House, 12 Park Hill, Tiverton EX16 
6RW 

07767385373 PYPaulY@gmail.com 

Lowman Colin Slade 

Deputy Mayor 

8 Blackthorn Avenue, Tiverton EX16 
6TY 

01884 252301 

07948432942 

Colin.slade@live.com 

Lowman Neal Davey 

 

15 Devonshire Rise, Tiverton 

EX16 4QR 

01884 257734 

07971671623 

nealdavey@yahoo.co.uk 

Lowman Dennis   Knowles 43 Greenway Gardens, Tiverton EX16 
5JL 

01884 254775 Den-
nisknowles123@btinternet.com 

Lowman John Jordan 8 Johns Way, Underhill Park, Tiverton 
EX16 6SE 

07783476902 Johnjordan2@sky.com 

Lowman Alexandra Berry 

  

Coach Hill, 28 Mayfair, Tiverton EX16 
4NQ 

01884 242470 

07747763039 

X6alb@live.co.uk 

Westexe 
South 

Wallace  Burke 

Mayor 

108 Lower Cotteylands Tiverton EX16 
5BJ 

01884    
256402 

ma-
be@a108bullens68.freeserve.co.u
k 

Westexe 

South 

Claudette Har-
rower 

28 Besley Close, Tiverton EX16 4JF 01884 235891 Claude.harrower@outlook.com 

Westexe 

South 

Adam Walker 2A Bampton Street, Tiverton EX16 6AA 07936069043 Tivvyhelper2@hotmail.co.uk 

Westexe 

South 

Anthony Bush Somerville House, Rackenford Road, 
Tiverton EX16 5AG 

01884 255289 bushtelegraph@btopenworld.com 

Westexe 
North 

Steve Flaws Old Bartows, Bartows Causway, Tiver-
ton EX16 6RH 

01884 798557 

07784022897 

steveflaws@talktalk.net 

Westexe 

North 

Gerald Luxton Palm Tree Cottage, 11 Patches Road, 
Tiverton EX16 5AH 

01884 252671 gluxton@middevon.gov.uk 

Westexe 

North 

Tom Lindus Hensleigh Cottage Annex, Hensleigh, 
Tiverton Devon EX16 5AH 

07968215123 Tom.lindus99@btinternet.com 


