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Keeping in touch with our local community 

Message from Tiverton Town Mayor Cllr Dennis Knowles 

It has been a great honour to serve the people of Tiverton for a second time, as it was  
twenty-two years ago when I first had the privilege of being your mayor.  

My year started with a visit to see Sealed Knot Society perform a dramatic re-
enactment at the People’s Park, which was part of a wonderful Fun Day arranged by 
the Rotary Club. As the year progressed, we attended the Tiverton Balloon Festival 
which was another  fantastic and most memorable day. The Lion King presentation by 
the schools of Tiverton and the   surrounding district was a delight, I would have not 
believed that  a production of such  quality could have been seen in the town. Another 
big achievement was the Feast of St. James which was organised by the Portas group. 
This is the second year it has taken place and a big thank you to all those that were involved in its organisation. I would like to 
thank the Tiverton in Bloom Committee and The Christmas lights Committee who work constantly throughout the year to 
enhance the town. 

The Tiverton in Bloom Committee, by tidying the town and providing an array of colourful floral arrangements which ensured 
that Tiverton secured a gold award for the second year running.  

The Christmas Lights Committee, by the organisation of the Christmas Lights and the Christmas Festival.  The Grand Switch-on  
drew large crowds to the town centre to see the Head Boy and Head Girl from Tiverton High School turn on the lights, ably 
assisted by our Mayoress. This year’s striking display made national headlines and attracted  visitors from far and wide. 

These displays help to keep Tiverton a place to visit by the many people that come to our town throughout the year. Sadly, 
there is not enough space to include everything in this short report that happens in our town so I have tried to highlight a few 
of them. 

May I wish everyone my best Wishes  
 Dennis Knowles Mayor of Tiverton  

Contact us: Tel 01884 253404 or Email  assistant@tivertontowncouncil.gov.uk 

Message from Town Clerk—Mr J Vanderwolfe FILCM 

At the January meeting of the Council the budget and precept was fixed for the financial year commencing on the 1st April 

2016. The precept is a demand made to the district council to help pay for the running of the town 

council. The budget for the 2016/17 year will be £352,549 with the precept demand being 

£266,157.  The average payment in Tiverton (known as the D rate) will be £40.29, an increase of 

£3.49 a year.  

 

Last year the council had to take over the running of the toilets from Mid Devon District Council  as  

they faced possible closure. For the next financial year Tiverton Town Council needs to make a con-

tribution towards the running of the playing fields and grass cutting. All of these additional costs are 

down to the reduction in funds to the district and county council from Central Government. Had we not agreed to fund these 

items then there would have seen a severe reduction in those services.  

One of the other items that Tiverton Town Council wishes to undertake in the next financial year is the upgrading of the toi-

lets at the New Hall. The upgrading will bring the toilet facilities up to the latest requirements under the Disability Discrimina-

tion Act, and will also benefit the many users of the facilities of the New Hall.  



Edward the Peacemaker 

Tiverton Town Council are responsible for the maintenance of the Edward the         

Peacemaker Statue given to the town by Thomas ford in 1912. He had begun to look a 

little worse for wear with a lot of staining to the head and torso, due to tanning from 

tree leaves and general pollution from traffic fumes. Along with this, his scabbard had 

at some point broken away leaving just a small sorry stump behind.  So the Council         

undertook to source a specialist masonry company to administer a bit of TLC to him. 

The statue which is composed of white marble mounted on a granite plinth is listed and 

needed specialised treatment.  

Westone Masonry was employed because of their expertise in these areas and were 

able to construct a new scabbard at their premises aided by old photographs kindly 

sourced from Tiverton Museum. They then commenced work on the 1st November 2015 starting by pinning the new section 

into the stump to create once again the elegant floor length scabbard that Edward has by his side.  The whole statue then 

received an all over cleaning which revived the beautiful gleaming white marble, restoring him to his former glory! The work 

was  completed on the 6th November 2015 and Edward made the local newspaper once again, this time to show his fresh new 

look! 

 Cllr John Jordan—Sergeant-at-arms /Tiverton Mace Bearer  

The formal role of Sergeant-at-arms / Mace Bearer in Modern legislative bodies is to keep 
order during meetings, and , if necessary, forcibly -remove any members who are overly 
rowdy or disruptive. A Sergeant -at-arms may thus be a retired soldier , police officer, or 
other official with experience in security. (Wikipedia) Yes we had the        sergeant-at-arms 
and now we have the Tiverton Mace Bearers and yes you guessed it little old me Council-
lor John Jordan. 

Do I qualify? Yes I do, I have been a soldier for 9 years and 99 days, I was a special Consta-
ble in Tiverton for 3 years, as a Councillor I am an official of the town council and last but 
not least I was a security guard in Tiverton so I can say (full house) I have done the lot. 

I will say with my hand on my heart that I do feel that it is a honour and a privilege to 
have this role of Mace Bearer and I hope god willing I will be doing this role for a long 
time Perhaps until my zimmer frame! 

 My first year as Tiverton’s youngest Councillor—Cllr Clarissa Slade 

I was very surprised and honoured to be elected as a town councillor by the people of Cranmore ward in May, along with Cllrs 
Christina Daw, Sue Griggs, Les Cruwys, Steve Bush and Kevin Wilson. As I was only just over 18 at the time I was soon told that 
I was actually the youngest Councillor in the country, which came as quite a surprise especially as I was also elected to Mid 
Devon District Council too. 

I have found my first few months quite captivating.  I have attended as many meetings as I could, not only of the full Town 
Council, but also Christmas Lights and Civic and Ceremonial committees. The meetings have been an engaging and interesting 
experience. I also was pleased to volunteer to be a Mace Bearer and attend a number of civic functions with the Mayor. 

I am pleased to say that other Councillors, especially the more experienced ones, have been supportive towards me, and   
happy to offer advice. That includes my parents, who have served on the council for the past four years. I am pleased that I 
am someone who can represent the young people of Tiverton, and was delighted when I was asked to join the Tiverton     
Adventure Play Association committee. I have attended several meetings, as well as a recent open day. I think TAPA offers a 
very important and valuable service to the youngsters of Tiverton, and I am pleased to be able to give my support. 

I have also been with Cllr Christina Daw to visit Sunningmead Community Centre and had a Christmas lunch there and I was 
amazed at how the pupils of Wilcombe Primary School were eager to be involved with the older generation as they enter-
tained us with some traditional and modern Christmas songs.  

I have attended the Mayor Cllr Dennis Knowles' coffee mornings and it is a pleasure to 
meet members of public and to sit down and discuss their concerns. 

I think have a learned a lot in the past few months, and look forward to serving the 
people of Cranmore Ward in the years ahead. 



Town Councillors bring allotment cheer 
Late last summer, Tiverton Town Councillors Adam Walker and Ben Holdman ‘did their bit’ for 
the local community by clearing an allotment for a tenant who had health issues. The tenant was 
having difficulty keeping on top of their allotment so step forward Cllrs Holdman and Walker. 
 
Messrs Holdman and Walkers efforts were mere chicken feed compared to the back breaking 
input made by Mrs Jennifer Walker who was resident in Tiverton at the time. At nearly 79 Mrs 
Walkers contribution put Adam and Bens effort to shame. 
 
The allotment clearing was a success and the tenant decided to keep their allotment for another 

year and Cllrs Holdman and Walker have offered to help again to ensure that the allotment is kept up to standard in 2016.  
 
So let’s have a cheer for Tiverton Town Councillors and the three cheers for Mrs Walker! 

Christmas Lights & Lanterns day 2015 Cllr S Griggs—Mayor 
 
The Lights and Lanterns parade was organised by    
Tiverton High School and Tiverton Town Council. This 
years saw over 400 children take part with a Lion King 
theme. The parade was truly spectacular ending up in 
Fore Street for the big Christmas Lights Switch on. 
 
Head boy and girl of Tiverton High School along with 
Mayoress Pauling Knowles turned on the lights after a 
rousing count down by hundreds of spectators. 
 
Festive Lighting had won the contract to supply the Christmas lights for 3 years after a tendering process in 2015 and the   
display was chosen by the Christmas Lights Committee for it colour and vibrancy. Comments soon started to circulate on   
social media that the lights resembled sparkly green pants and before we knew it Tiverton and its Christmas Lights had gone 
viral! 
 
The Chairman of the Christmas Lights Committee, Cllr Sue Griggs was busy with radio and press interviews and eventually the 
television cameras arrived to record the sparkly green pants. Businesses around Tiverton took advantage of the increased 
trade as people came into the town to see the lights.  

Public Toilets 
 
Tiverton Town Council took over the running of some of the public toilets from Mid Devon 
District  Council in the Town to stop them closing. We run the toilets at the Market, Westexe 
Car Park, Westexe Recreation and Peoples Park. In 2015 we employed a specialist company to 
deep clean the floors at the Market and Westexe and we have ensured that these toilets are 
kept open all year round.  
 
The facilities at Westexe Recreation and Peoples Park are open during the summer season. 

 Allotment Improvements in 2015 

Tiverton Town Council run 5 allotments sites in the Town and 2015 saw some significant improvements made to enhance the 

sites for tenants. The year began by sourcing local companies to quote for the laying of a new path and installation of a new 

water trough to the King Street Allotment site.  Ash Garden Design, the company chosen, laid a new concrete main access 

path at this allotment site and installed a new water trough in late September 2015. The tenants now have an extra water 

trough to help with summer watering and a new hard surface to access their plots. 

Following on from this, Beech Road Allotments was chosen to be the first site to have an eco-toilet fitted on site. This was 

installed by the company Ecotoilets on Wednesday 28th October 2015. The tenants now have a 

green toilet in situ to use. The Council is keen to promote greener solutions and if this proves  

successful, would look towards installing other Eco-toilets at the remaining sites, which at present 

do not have this facility. The feedback from the tenants has been very positive. 

We have a number of plots available for new tenants please contact Tiverton Town Council on 

01884 253404 or visit our website to download an application form. 



 WARD COUNCILLOR Tiverton Town Council TELEPHONE Email 

Cranmore Stephen Bush 53 Lazenby Road, Tiverton EX16 
4AJ 

07976641304 dramatechws@gmail.com 

Cranmore Susan Griggs Old Vicarage, St Andrew Street, 
Tiverton EX16 6PH 

07850375895 hs-g@hotmail.co.uk 

Cranmore Christina Daw 101 Palmerston Park, Tiverton 
EX16 5PG 

01884 257829 

07931407424 

cpgdaw@sky.com 

Cranmore Clarissa Slade 8 Blackthorn Avenue, Tiverton 
EX16 6TY 

01884 252301 Cels309@hotmail.co.uk 

Cranmore Kevin    Wilson 49 Hawks Drive Tiverton EX16 
6WW 

07974 623529 kevin.wilson13@btopenworld.com 

Cranmore Leslie Cruwys 13 Long Meadow Tiverton EX16 
6EH 

01884 
2257525 

lescruwys@hotmail.com 

Castle Janet Rendle Lower Mellguards, Park Road, 
Tiverton EX16 6AU 

01884 254914 jr@mellguards.ECLIPSE.co.uk 

Castle Benjamin    
Holdman 

Flat 23D Gold Street Tiverton 
EX16 6QB 

07757651807 1benholdman@gmail.com 

Castle Elizabeth Slade 8 Blackthorn Avenue, Tiverton 
EX16 6TY 

01884 252301 Ejs309@hotmail.co.uk 

Castle Jeff Rawlings 73 Belmont Road, Tiverton EX16 
6EQ 

07753361836 rawlingsjeff@hotmail.com 

Castle Paul Young Isca House, 12 Park Hill, Tiverton 
EX16 6RW 

07767385373 PYPaulY@gmail.com 

Lowman Colin Slade 8 Blackthorn Avenue, Tiverton 
EX16 6TY 

01884 252301 

07948432942 

Colin.slade@live.com 

Lowman Neal Davey 

 

15 Devonshire Rise, Tiverton 

EX16 4QR 

01884 257734 

07971671623 

nealdavey@yahoo.co.uk 

Lowman Dennis   
Knowles 
(Mayor) 

43 Greenway Gardens, Tiverton 
EX16 5JL 

01884 254775 Dennisknowles123@btinternet.com 

Lowman John Jordan 8 Johns Way, Underhill Park, 
Tiverton EX16 6SE 

07783476902 Johnjordan2@sky.com 

Lowman Alexandra Berry 

 

Coach Hill, 28 Mayfair, Tiverton 
EX16 4NQ 

01884 242470 

07747763039 

X6alb@live.co.uk 

Lowman Christopher  
Salter 

2 Beeley Orchard Bolham      
Tiverton EX16 7RB 

01884 256923 chrisjohnsalter@aol.com 

Westexe 
South 

Wallace  Burke 108 Lower Cotteylands Tiverton 
EX16 5BJ 

01884    
256402 

mabe@a108bullens68.freeserve. 
co.uk 

Westexe 
South 

Claudette     
Harrower 

28 Besley Close Tiverton EX16 4JF 01884 235891 Claude.harrower@outlook.com 

Westexe 
South 

Adam Walker 2A Bampton Street Tiverton EX16 
6AA 

07936069043 Tivvyhelper2@hotmail.co.uk 

Westexe  
South 

Anthony Bush  Somerville House Rackenford Rd, 
Tiverton EX16 5AG 

 01884 255289  bushtelegraph@btopenworld.com 

Westexe 
North 

Steve Flaws
(Deputy Mayor) 

11 Mayfair, Tiverton, EX16 4NQ 

 

01884 798557 steveflaws@talktalk.net 

Westexe  
North 

Gerald Luxton Palm Tree Cottage, 11 Patches 
Road, Tiverton EX16 5AH 

01884 252671 geraldluxton@outlook.com 

Westexe 
North 

Tom Lindus Hensleigh Cottage Annex,      
Hensleigh, Tiverton Devon EX16 
5AH 

07968215123 Tom.lindus99@btinternet.com 

Tiverton Town Councillors 2015 


