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TIVERTON TOWN COUNCIL 

 

Welcome to Tiverton Town Council supporting your community 

 

Tiverton Town Council has 24 serving councillors who are divided 

between 5 Wards throughout the town.  

The Council provide the Christmas lighting for the festive season, 

and the town’s beautiful floral displays in the spring and summer. 

 The council own and manage the New Hall Community building 

and the Town Hall, for society productions, live music, weddings 

to name but a few. 

The town’s civic functions and events are organised and co-

ordinated by the council. 

Tiverton Town Council supports local charity groups and volunteer 

organisations through the provision of a grant.  

The council manage 6 allotment sites throughout the town which 

are offered to people who live within the town on a rental basis. 

There are currently a few vacant plots available to rent and if you 

are thinking of a new interest or hobby for the New Year then why 

not consider growing your own fruit and vegetables, whilst at the 

same time enjoying the great outdoors. Working an allotment plot 

can be hard work but the rewards can make this worthwhile. 

Please contact the office to find out more. 

Phone the office on 01884 253404 or alternatively 

Email assistant@tivertontowncouncil.gov.uk 
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Mayor of Tiverton 

Councillor Janet Rendle 

 

 

I am now half way through my term of office as 

the Mayor of Tiverton, which has been very 

diverse and enjoyable. John and I have 

received many invitations from the North of the 

County, along with local events closer to home. 

We have visited our twin town in Germany 

twice and hosted our visitors from Chinon, our 

twin town in France. Coincidently this included 

their Mayor who joined in the Mayoral Sunday 

Parade through the town centre. 

  

We had the privilege of being guests on 

Tiverton’s adopted ship H.M.S. Enterprise 

which was a great honour.  I have attended 

several AGM’s and clubs, which is greatly 

beneficial in terms of understanding the 

workings of these societies. 

  

The commemoration and Centenary of the end 

of WW1 saw an amazing display of poppies in 

the centre of the Market Pannier building. This 

was a collaboration involving local schools, 

market traders, and members of the general 

public and culminated with a Remembrance Parade on the 11th November 2018 with the 

largest crowds I have ever seen for this event. It was standing room only in the church, with 

some people having to stand outside. 

  

For the rest of my year I am looking forward to the Christmas Switch-on and Lantern Parade, 

along with the new lighting display for this year, Tiverton High School’s production of Grease 

and the Tiverton Signpost club’s pantomime and other local theatre productions. I welcome 

invitations to visit from local clubs and organisations, especially if I can promote what you do. 

  

I wish you all a Happy Christmas and a Peaceful, Healthy New Year. 

JR 

  



 

New Councillor for Castle Ward Irene Hill 

 

It was a delight and an honour to be elected as a town councillor in the 

2018 by- election this year. This is a totally new experience for me and I 

find myself on a very steep learning curve but I’m learning the ropes slowly 

and have enjoyed acquiring new skills and especially meeting new people, 

both councillors and townsfolk. I am a member of three Town Council 

Committees, Allotments, Finance and General Purpose and Planning.  

In Castle Ward issues about the leat seem to crop up more than a few 

times in my in-box and I’ve been busy looking at these problems as the 

leat is in my ward. I’ve become very aware how attached people in the 

town are to this historical waterway. At the present time I’m working 

together with others in finding a suitable repair for Chettiscombe Weir 

which is crumbling away. 

I have become increasingly involved in other local community issues; I am an active member of Castle Practice Patient 

Participation Group and part of a group who are working on a project to improve the wellbeing of the residents of Tiverton. 

There’s more to be done. We need to protect our local hospital services and hopefully develop greater usage of Tiverton 

Hospital to decrease reliance on Exeter R D&E.  

  

I was born and brought up in Reading Berks, of Russian parents who came to this country after World War II. I am the 

youngest of 4 children and although we all spoke Russian at home we were taught from an early age about British customs, 

traditions and language. So my upbringing was rich and varied. I attended grammar school and studied well. My favourite 

subject was Physical Education which I excelled in to the chagrin of some of my teachers who felt I should spend more of 

my free time on academic subjects and go to University. Instead I went to Teacher Training College in Liverpool to study 

Physical Education and Biology. 

  

I am retired now but I taught for many years so I have always enjoyed interacting with people. I had a wide range of 

experience during my teaching career as I taught in Secondary schools, Junior and Infant schools and finally, for a short 

time in Deaf Education. That was a very interesting experience where I learnt a lot about real listening skills. Subsequently 

I left the classroom as a full time teacher to work with an individual excluded pupil with additional needs on a project to help 

him re-join mainstream education. The resolution proved difficult but I particularly enjoyed working together with the parents 

to discover their motives and aims for their child. This prompted me to become a parent supporter of children with Special 

Educational Needs (SEN) helping them to work closely with their school and to learn skills when needing to act as advocates 

for their children in Tribunal situations.  

I love travelling and was asked to accompany a group of pastors and teachers who were on a cultural visit to an area of 

Kazakhstan. Kazakhstan had been part of the former USSR until a year previous and as a Russian speaker I was persuaded 

to become part of the team. A teacher exchange in the UK was organized for the following year and I helped with some 

simple translation work during the visit. A few of us were so struck by the poverty we saw in Kazakhstan that it prompted us 

to see what we might do to help. The result was 20 years of volunteer charity work in a region of Western Kazakhstan. I was 

a Trustee and worker of the Charity and visited regularly supporting poor families in the area. Over the years our work there 

diversified to the changing needs of the area. We developed and ran training courses to Kazakh teachers and school 

psychologists in teaching methods, drug education and communication skills.  

  

On the family front I have been married to Philip for 41 years and we have brought up two children, a son and a daughter. 

Philip was borne and brought up in Somerset and it just seemed right to settle somewhere in the west, a place we visited 

many times, and we chose Tiverton. My son, who also lives in Devon, got married over a year ago and Phil and I are now 

eagerly awaiting the birth of our first grandchild next year. My daughter now lives and works in Seattle, USA. I looked after 

my aged mother for 13 years, who survived to the ripe old age of 97. Sadly there will be no more Russian speaking with her. 

Despite living here for more than 60 years she never lost her accent. Tiverton has so much unrealized potential and is 

situated and surrounded by beautiful countryside. There is so much here to enjoy and the town is full of history from the 

traditions surrounding the leat to the Castle and the Textile industry. Both Phil and I are lucky to be able to live here and we 

welcome becoming part of a thriving community. 



 

Cllr Lance Kennedy 

I am Newton Abbot born and bred, my 

maternal ancestry is from Morchard 

Bishop and my paternal ancestry from 

Wales. I worked for Devon and Cornwall 

Police, in traffic, tactical weapons, CID, 

Community and other departments. On 

retirement I assisted in out of hours 

Doctor Service and Inland Revenue.  

  

I was the Bodmin Town Mayor on four 

occasions and a Cornwall Unitary 

Authority cabinet member. I ran a 

successful lone campaign to get veterans 

a mental health unit in Cornwall which has 

now integrated into the NHS.  

 

Being elected at a late by-election 

unfortunately means that I am not on any 

town or district committees, I am however 

Vice Chair of the Canal Committee and the MDDC representative to the newly created Heart of the 

South West LEP ( Local Enterprise Partnership) Scrutiny Committee. 

  

  

I look forward to using my experience to work for the people of Tiverton whilst taking every opportunity 

to learn from the community. 

 

  

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Tiverton Neighbourhood Plan 

 

THE VISION 

 

We are in the process of developing a Neighbourhood Plan for the parish of Tiverton. This will set out how we, 

as residents, would like the parish to develop over the next 15 to 29 years. It can include topics such as what 

sort of housing we need, the local facilities, leisure and recreation facilities required, whether there are any 

areas of green space that we want to safeguard, heritage assets that might need more protection and how we 

can increase opportunities for employment locally. 

As a first step towards producing the Neighbourhood Plan, it is important to consider what we want Tiverton to 

look and feel like in the future. This document sets out a Vision for Tiverton and then some specific steps as to 

how we might achieve that.  We would like you to have a think about what it says and whether you agree with 

it or have any comments to help us fine-tune it. 

You might want to consider - what sort of a town do I want Tiverton to be in 2035? 

In asking this question there are five areas that need to be thought about: 

 Housing. 

 Travel and transport. 

 Tourism. 

 Retail, business and employment. 

 Local facilities, recreation and open spaces. 
 

There have been three public meetings, the most recent being on 17 Oct 2018.  There has been a good 
turnout at each, with in excess of 30 people at the last one. 
The result is that we have good levels of interest, and as a result we are making good progress in identifying 
Focus Group leads and members. 
 
Tiverton Neighbourhood Plan is not the only plan being developed that will impact Tiverton.  Mid-Devon 

District Council is producing the Local Plan, which is a strategic planning document, and also a Town Centre 

Master Plan for Tiverton, which is looking at improvements to our retail centre.  Collectively, these three 

documents, will enable Tiverton to become a vibrant, inclusive community and the first “must see” historic 

market town for those visiting the county. 

 The Steering Group Chairman is The Rev. Ian Johnson, with support from Richard Ives as 
Coordinator and Project Manager. 

 Our consultant - Alison Eardley - is providing valuable support, concentrating initially on the plans for 2019, 
and signposting Government funded technical support.  Alison can also draw upon the expertise of other 
consultant colleagues as needed. 

 We have had excellent support from MDDC officers, with 5 of them attending the 17 Oct 2018 meeting and 
presenting on their topic areas, covering the Local Plan in its strategic context, the value of neighbourhood 
plans, the Town Centre Master Plan, and the Town Centre Partnership.  This support bodes well for the 
work on developing the plan, with their ongoing advice and inputs. 

 Richard Ives has recently attended a Neighbourhood Plan half day course, run by Devon Communities 
Together.  This was extremely valuable, in terms of clarifying the relationship between the various local 
strategic policies and plans, what can and what cannot be in a neighbourhood plan, and what examining 
inspectors expect when assessing plan policies and supporting evidence. 

If you would like to learn more about how you could become involved with this exciting project you can contact 
Richard or Ian by emailing nplan@tivertontowncouncil.gov.uk  
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Tiverton in Bloom 2018 

  

Tiverton in Bloom 2018 proved to be another successful year which culminated in receiving the Silver 

Gilt Award for our efforts currently although this is under review and we are hopeful of receiving an 

upgrade to Gold. 

  

This year the focus was strongly on community with the church garden within the grounds of Tiverton 

Baptist Church being featured. This delightful shady garden is worked by volunteers who have turned 

it from an unloved plot to a little gem of a space. 

  

The tour included Tiverton Castle which was another first and the judges were given a warm welcome 

by the owner Alison Gordon. 

Tiverton in Bloom garden competition attracted a good number of entries and the judges were 

rewarded with some beautiful gardens throughout the local community from pots and tubs on a patio 

through to half acre plots. 

An evening presentation was held in October 2018 to present the competitors with their certificates 

and trophies. 

 

 



 

 

Christmas Lights Switch-on and Lantern Parade 2018 

 

  

 

Tiverton will once again experience the town’s Christmas Lights Switch -on event and 

Lantern Parade on Saturday 1st December 2018.The Lantern Parade is a magical 

spectacle to behold involving local schools and pupils parading with both individual 

and joint creations. The parade will begin at 5.30pm from Westexe and will proceed up 

through Angel Hill and into Fore Street through to Bampton Street, then down 

Barrington Street hill and into Gold Street and ending back in Fore Street for the 

Switch-on at 6pm. 

There will be an extended general market running from 8.30am until 4pm and an 

Electric Nights Street Food event at the market from 5pm until 9pm. 

Tiverton Town Council have once again employed local company Festive Lighting to 

supply the town’s illuminations which will showcase new designs this year. 

  

So come along! There will be something for everyone and experience some festive 

cheer! 

  

 

 

 



 

 

Grant Applications 

 

 

 

To receive a grant an organisation is required to submit an application on the Council's 

Application Form giving details of the specific purpose that the grant would be used 

for. A copy of the most recent audited accounts of the organisation must be provided 

with the application. 

  

Grants can only be provided to local 'not for profit' organisations. 

  

The Council examines each grant application on its individual merit and makes a 

decision on the facts provided by the organisation, therefore it is very important that 

you provide as much information as possible. 

  

It is the responsibility of the organisation to obtain the application form as forms are 

no longer sent out automatically to organisations who have previously been awarded 

a grant. The closing date for grant applications is the 1st November 2019.  

  

Contact the office on 01884 253404 or email assistant@tivertontowncouncil.gov.uk for 

an application form, or check out our website where you can download an application 

form www.tivertontowncouncil.gov.uk  
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Tiverton Town Council list of Councillors 2018. 

 

 
 WARD COUNCILLOR Tiverton Town Council TELEPHONE Email 

Cranmore Stephen Bush 53 Lazenby Road, Tiverton EX16 4AJ 07976641304 dramatechws@gmail.com 

Cranmore Susan Griggs Old Vicarage, St Andrew Street, 

Tiverton EX16 6PH 

07850375895 hs-g@hotmail.co.uk 

Cranmore Christina Daw 101 Palmerston Park, Tiverton EX16 

5PG 

01884 257829 

07931407424 

cpgdaw@sky.com 

Cranmore Lance Kennedy 68 Bonville Crescent, Tiverton EX16 

4BS 

07709798721 cllrlancekennedy@btinternet.com 

Cranmore Kevin    Wilson 49 Hawks Drive, Tiverton EX16 6WW 07974 623529 Kevin.wilson13@btopenworld.com 

Cranmore Leslie Cruwys 2 Ford Road Tiverton EX16 4BA 01884 563153 lescruwys@hotmail.com 

Castle Janet Rendle 

(Mayor) 

Lower Mellguards, Park Road, Tiverton 

EX16 6AU 

01884 254914 jr@mellguards.eclipse.co.uk 

Castle Benjamin 

Holdman 

Flat 23D Gold Street, Tiverton EX16 

6QB 

07757651807 1benholdman@gmail.com 

Castle Elizabeth Slade 8 Blackthorn Avenue, Tiverton Ex16 

6TY 

  

01884 252301 Ejs309@hotmail.co.uk 

Castle Irenee Hill 10 The Otters, Bolham EX16 7SD 01884 562800 irenekaz@gmail.com 

Castle Paul Young Isca House, 12 Park Hill, Tiverton EX16 

6RW 

07767385373 PYPaulY@gmail.com 

Lowman Colin Slade 

  

8 Blackthorn Avenue, Tiverton EX16 

6TY 

01884 252301 

07948432942 

Colin.slade@live.com 

Lowman Neal Davey 

  

15 Devonshire Rise, Tiverton 

EX16 4QR 

01884 257734 

07971671623 

nealdavey@yahoo.co.uk 

Lowman Dennis   Knowles 43 Greenway Gardens, Tiverton EX16 

5JL 

01884 254775 Dennisknowles123@btinternet.com 

Lowman John Jordan 

(Deputy Mayor) 

8 Johns Way, Underhill Park, Tiverton 

EX16 6SE 

07783476902 Johnjordan2@sky.com 



 

Lowman Alexandra Berry 

  

Coach Hill, 28 Mayfair, Tiverton EX16 

4NQ 

01884 242470 

07747763039 

X6alb@live.co.uk 

Lowman Judith Blagg Hobbyhorse House, 1 Old Mill Close, 

Tiverton EX16 6FL 

01884 255550 

07983200475 

judith@singtogrow.co.uk 

Westexe South Wallace  Burke 108 Lower Cotteylands Tiverton EX16 

5BJ 

01884    

256402 

  

Westexe 

South 

Claudette 

Harrower 

28 Besley Close, Tiverton EX16 4JF 01884 235891 Claude.harrower@outlook.com 

Westexe 

South 

Adam Walker 2A Bampton Street, Tiverton EX16 6AA 07936069043 Tivvyhelper2@hotmail.co.uk 

Westexe 

South 

Anthony Bush Somerville House, Rackenford Road, 

Tiverton EX16 5AG 

01884 255289 bushtelegraph@btopenworld.com 

Westexe North Tim Bridger 45 Oakfields, Tiverton, EX16 6XE 07894546846 Cllr_tim_bridger@yahoo.co.uk 

Westexe 

North 

Gerald Luxton Palm Tree Cottage, 11 Patches Road, 

Tiverton EX16 5AH 

01884 252671 geraldluxton@outlook.com 

Westexe 

North 

Tom Lindus Hensleigh Cottage Annex, Hensleigh, 

Tiverton Devon EX16 5AH 

07968215123 Tom.lindus99@btinternet.com 
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