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Tiverton Town Council 

Town Hall, St Andrew Street, Tiverton, Devon EX16 6PG 

Town Clerk: J.F. Vanderwolfe  FILCM Chartered MCIPD 

Email:townclerk@tivertontowncouncil.gov.uk 

Phone: 01884 253404 Fax: 01884 258550 

Draft until approved 

 

Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee Meeting held in the Council Chamber of 

the Town Hall on Monday 22nd May l 2017 at 6.30pm  

Present: Cllr’s D Knowles (chairman), W Burke, P Young, T Lindus, G Luxton, J Rendle, A Bush, S 

Flaws, K Wilson,  

 

In Attendance: Town Clerk (Mr J Vanderwolfe) and one member of the press 

232 Apologies:  
Apologies were received from Cllr’s C Slade (meeting), E Slade (meeting), S Bush 9work), B 
Holdman Sick), S Griggs (family) and N Davey (work). Resolved to accept these apologies. 
 

233 Declarations of Interest 
No Declarations were made at this stage of the meeting. 
 

234 Election of Chairman and Vice Chairman 
Cllr C Slade was proposed by Cllr D Knowles, and seconded by Cllr J Rendle. Cllr D Knowles 
was proposed by Cllr W Burke and seconded by Cllr G Luxton.  A vote was taken and Cllr D 
Knowles was elected as chairman.  
 
Cllr S Flaws was proposed as Vice-chairman by Cllr J Rendle, seconded by Cllr P Young. Cllr 
W Burke was proposed by Cllr K Wilson, seconded by Cllr D Knowles. A vote was taken and 
Cllr S Flaws was elected as vice-chairman. 

235 Minutes 
The minutes of the meeting held on the 10th April 2017, having been previously circulated, 
were agreed as a true record. 
 

236 Matters arising from the Minutes that are not an agenda item 
Nil 

237 Democratic Period 
No items raised 
 

238 Financial Reports 
a) Balance sheet as of 30th April 2017 was adopted  
b) End of year figures April 16 to March 17 adopted  
c) Budget/actual for April 2017 adopted  
d) Community Directplus Reconciliation adopted  
e) List of receipts and payments for April 2017 were adopted  
f) Co-operative Bank: Item held over to another meeting for further discussion  
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239 Internal Auditor  
The date of the Internal Audit would be 7th June. Noted  
 

240 Town Hall Update 
The town clerk informed the meeting that our solicitors had informed him that they were 
still awaiting the final documents for the transfer of ownership of the town hall from MDDC 
to Tiverton Town Council. Andy Busby had met with the town clerk and was preparing lists 
of all the furniture and equipment which would form part of the sale, plus a list of the six 
paintings which would be on loan to this council.  

241 Renovation of Palmerston’s Painting and Information re George 111 painting  
Members had been provided with details of the various restoration works that could be 
undertaken on the portrait of Henry John Temple, 3rd Viscount Palmerston by Everett Fine 
Art Ltd, The total costs of all works was estimated to be £11,700. Whilst this exceeded the 
value of the painting the town clerk felt that it was a valuable part of the town’s heritage, 
and recommended having the works done. He also stated that various other companies had 
been contacted, however they were all a great distance from Devon and this was a very 
specialist area of work.  A motion to only have the frame repaired and to also seek another 
quotation was defeated.  A motion to have the whole repair works undertaken but to ask 
MDDC to pay for half of the cost of the repair to the frame was carried.  
 
Various emails had been received regarding the artist who painted the picture of George 
111.  Tim Everett reports that he made a report to MDDC in 2006 in which he stated that 
the painting was a copy of a Ramsey and not a Reynolds. It is understood from Manning’s 
Book of Art that Reynolds painted King George 111 on three occasions, of which all of these 
paintings are in the RA or Royal collection, and none resemble Tiverton’s work. It is felt that 
the painting is a rather poor copy of a Ramsey; and does not even look like the King. The 
value is estimated at about £25k. It was felt that more work needed to be undertaken to 
ensure that this was the case, and then to agree a value of the painting for insurance 
purposes.  Security systems was agreed to be an item for a future agenda. 
 

242 Date of next meeting :  
Monday 12th June 2017 at 6.30pm 
 

 


