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Tiverton Town Council 

Town Hall, St Andrew Street, Tiver.ton, Devon EX16 6PG 

Town Clerk: J.F. Vanderwolfe Chartered MCIPD 

Email:townclerk@tivertontowncouncil.gov.uk 

Phone: 01884 253404 

 

 

 

 

Minutes of the Full Council Meeting of the Council held on Monday 28th January 2019 in the Council Chamber of the 

Town Hall at 6.30pm  

 

Present: Cllr’s J Rendle (Mayor), J Jordan (Deputy Mayor), J Blagg,T Bridger, A Bush, S Bush, W Burke, C Daw, N Davey, 

S Griggs, C Harrower, I Hill, B Holdman, D Knowles, G Luxton, C Slade, E Slade, A Walker, P Young. 

In attendance:  A Burnett (Beadle), A Newsome (Mace Bearer), B Zarrett (Mace Bearer) Revd D Lyydon (Mayor’s 

Chaplain), J Sowden(THS), Head Boy, Head Girl, C Olive (Blundell’s School) Head Boy, Head Girl, L Clarke (Press), T 

Wiltshire & F Salter (Re-Rooted), J Vanderwolfe (Town Clerk) J Hubbard (Assistant to the Town Clerk). 

 

 

201 Opening of the Meeting and Prayers 

The Mayor opened the meeting by requesting a minutes silence to remember previous councillor and 

Mayor, Burgess Alan Griffiths who had recently passed away, followed by prayers led by the Mayor’s 

Chaplain Revd. D Lyddon. 

202 Apologies 

Apologies received from Cllr’s L Cruwys (Sick) L Kennedy (Sick). 

Resolved to accept these apologies. 

203 Declarations of interest under the Code of Conduct 

None made at this stage of the meeting. 

204 Minutes: To adopt the Minutes of the meeting held on the 26th November 2018 as a true record 

Proposed to adopt the Minutes by Cllr W Burke seconded by Cllr G Luxton. 

All resolved to adopt these minutes. 

205 Matters arising from the meeting 

There were no matters arising. 

206 Mayor’s Announcements 

Cllr J Rendle read out her report; 

Christmas was a busy period with visits to Carol Services, Christmas Fairs, opening Santa’s Grotto, judging 

the shop window displays, visiting the local residential homes culminating in a visit to Tiverton Hospital on 

Christmas Eve. The council had received seasonal greetings from Hofheim, Chinon and H.M.S. Enterprise. 

 

The Lantern Parade and Switch-on event was well attended with many favourable comments regarding 

the choice of Christmas lighting for the town.  

 

The Town Clerk and I met at very short notice with the new Commander of H.M.S. Enterprise Cdr Cedric 

Ladislow, and “Graham” for a cream tea in the Mayoralty room. The Commander expressed his keenness 

to maintain the close links. 

 

I will be attending the Pantomime and the Junior Operatic Society’s production of Bugsy Malone. Please 

give your support to these performances if you can as these societies support the council by hiring the 

New Hall.  

 

207 Democratic Period 

There were no statements. 
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208 Police Report 

 No report was received. 

209 Suspension of Standing Orders 

Cllr Burke proposed to suspend the Standing Orders, seconded by Cllr C Harrower. 

All proposed to accept. 

210 Tiverton High School Ambassador’s Report 

Sofie Vallon Head Girl and Ben Head Boy from Tiverton High School read out their school report; 

 * Please see attached report.* 

 The Mayor Cllr Rendle thanked them both for coming to the meeting and gave her congratulations to 

Sofie who has been successful in winning a scholarship to Maynard’s School. She wished all school pupils 

well with their examinations. 

Cllr C Harrower said that she was delighted to hear of Sofie’s achievement and said to aim high in her 

future ambitions. 

211 Blundell’s School Report 
Luke Simpson Head Boy and Tabby Vause Head Girl 
*Please see the attached Report* 
The Mayor thanked them both for their report and attending and requested further details on the 
forthcoming concert. 
Cllr C Harrower asked them both how they had come to the decision to assist with Tiverton in Bloom, and 
expressed her gratitude on this offer, Cllr C Daw added that there was a also a need for help to clean 
graffiti and collect litter before judging of Tiverton in Bloom. 

212 Presentation on RE-Rooted (Tess Wiltshire) 
Tess thanked members for giving her the opportunity to inform them on the community fridge plans. She 
began by giving a brief history of the group and its aims. The café was popular serving between 40-80 
people per month. This utilised any waste food from various sources past its best before date. Tess 
explained that any remaining food was then distributed to C.H.A.T.  
The new community fridge project would further the aims of less food going to land waste by providing a 
central chilled storage facility to keep food that could then be easily accessible for all. The proposed site 
would be the Pannier Market as this already acted as a community hub for the town. Food could be 
collected in a sensitive manner without judgement. The funding for the project would come from the 
Devon Community Fund. Re-rooted had engaged with the Town centre/Market Manager Alan Ottey who 
Tess said was keen on hosting it at the market as it was deemed a safe and central location. The fridge 
itself would be donated by Hubbub. Tess said that they would of course consider any other options for the 
siting of this fridge and would welcome suggestions. 
Tess finished her presentation by saying that she was asking for Tiverton Town Council support in this 
project. 
 
Cllr I Hill asked how accessible the fridge would be in the Pannier Market as this would be determined by 
the opening hours which would not work for everyone.  
Cllr E Slade took on board that the market was not open 24 hours a day but in her opinion was still the 
most suitable location as it would be undercover and in a central location. 
Cllr T Bridger said that he enjoyed visits to the café with his family. He acknowledged that food poverty 
was a big issue and this was increasing. He asked if carrier bags would be provided so that no stigma 
would be attached to the collection of the food. 
Tess responded by saying that the issue was not just with food poverty but with food waste too and that 
community fridges had a part to play in reducing this with a proven track record. 
Cllr C Harrower asked if this would be solely run by volunteers. 
Tess responded by saying that Re-Rooted was voluntary run. However the community fridge would need 
regular cleaning, and monitoring so the plan would be to employ someone for a few hours per week. At 
present she was unsure of how this might be funded. 
The Mayor asked the members to support the community fridge project. 
Cllr W Burke proposed and Cllr E Slade seconded, all were in favour and accepted. 

213 Reinstatement of Standing Orders. 

Resolved to accept. 

214 Devon County Council Report 
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Cllr P Colthorpe began by paying a personal tribute to Burgess Alan Griffiths. 

She then read out her report. 

*Please see the attached report* 

Cllr A Bush thanked Cllr Colthorpe in her assistance in the removal of unauthorised signage next to 

Morrison’s supermarket. He brought to her attention a dangerous pot-hole which was particularly deep in 

Bampton Street.  

Cllr E Slade responded by saying that she had already reported this by utilising the DCC online report a 

pothole system.  

Cllr E Slade also paid a personal tribute to Alan Griffiths saying that he had been hugely supportive to her 

and had been very knowledgeable of his local community.  

Cllr P Young asked if the councils have different materials for the filling in of pot-holes. 

Cllr P Colthorpe said there was a type of plastic (possibly recycled) being trialled out in the north of the 

country but she would consult with Meg Booth on the details.  

Cllr C Harrower said that she had been concerned by the bad state of the road at Butterleigh and had 

stopped a highways vehicle to inform the personnel driving the van. They had said they could not attend 

to this as it needed to go through the proper reporting channels. 

Cllr P Colthorpe said that she periodically travelled with Steve Leigh of Devon Highways to visit and assess 

roads but reiterated that the best procedure was to report using the on-line system. 

Cllr T Lindus pointed out that Cllr P Colthorpe did not need to be bombarded with pot-holes and the 

councillors should use the on-line system as advised. 

Cllr C Slade agreed saying that if reported on the system it would be logged and actioned in a more 

efficient manner. 

 

Cllr C Slade notified the members that the A361 current traffic management contraflow set up from East 

of Gornhay Cross to West of Sampford Peverell would continue until Sunday 3rd February whilst work was 

carried out to complete the section of the westbound carriageway. From Monday 4th February until the 

25th February the contraflow would swap to the other carriageway so that work to the eastbound side 

could be carried out. All details could be found on the DCC website. 

Cllr C Slade gave a reminder that applications for Locality Budgets and Community Together Fund close on 

3rd February 2019. 

Cllr C Slade read out his report. 

*Please see the attached report* 

No questions. 

215 District Council Questions (prior notification please) 

No questions received. 

216 Committee Minutes: 

Cllr D Knowles presented the Financial & General Purposes Committee Minutes for the 10th December 

2018 and the 14th January 2019. 

All agreed to accept these Minutes. 

Cllr W Burke presented the Planning Committee Minutes of the 17th December 2018, 7th January 2019 and 

21st January 2019. 

All agreed to accept these Minutes. 

Clr W Burke presented the Tiverton in Bloom Committee Minutes of the 3rd December 2018. 

All agreed to accept these Minutes. 

Cllr G Luxton presented the Allotment Committee Minutes of the 14th January 2019. 

All agreed to accept these Minutes. 

Any other reports or statements by the elected members. 

The Mayor informed the members that there would be a visit to Chinon in June 2019 for 30 Twinning 

members and that a visit from 48 Hofheim members to Tiverton was planned in July 2019.  

217 Budget and Precept 

Cllr Knowles proposed the Budget for 2019/20 to be set at income £46,086 and expenditure £475,647 and 

that the Precept demand from MDDC be £429,561. 
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Resolved to accept this recommendation noting that 2 councillors were against. 

218 Elections 2019 

The Town Clerk informed the councillors of their duty to submit their forms for the forthcoming elections 

in plenty of time in case of errors and the need for re-submitting.  

Councillors asked how and where they could collect the application forms. 

The Town Clerk said that he would request some from Jackie Stoneman from Mid Devon District Council.  

     219 Correspondence 

Notification by Great Western Railway 

The Town Clerk informed the members that due to essential maintenance to Whiteball Tunnel road 

transport would replace trains at Tiverton Parkway from the 18th February until the 8th March 2019. 

Additional car parking facilities would be available at Taunton Station.  

Tiverton Rotary Club were requesting the support of Tiverton Town Council for their grant towards 

replacing the wishing well structure located in Phoenix Lane. The total cost of this project is expected to be 

£11,500.  

Cllr T Bridger said that the costs seemed a bit excessive.  

Cllr C Slade suggested that if the town council wanted to support this request it would go back to the 

board to access but applications would not generally be awarded the full amount. 

Cllr P Young asked how this new structure would fit into the planned re-generation of the town centre. 

Cllr C Slade said that the Re-generation Plan was not all down in fine print, and would progress in stages. 

Cllr B Holdman Asked how the Rotary Club got approval for the new bench that was proposed, as Allies 

were told they could not do anything regarding seating until the Master Plan had been approved. 

The Town Clerk responded by saying that this was a replacement structure not a new one and as the 

wishing well seating was looking tired it needed renovating. 

There were 12 councillors in support of this, 1 against and 3 who abstained. 

220 Date of Next Meeting; 

25th March 2019. 

  

 

 

Signed    --------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

Date -------------------------------------------------------- 

 


