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Tiverton Town Council 

Town Hall, St Andrew Street, Tiverton, Devon EX16 6PG 

Town Clerk: J.F. Vanderwolfe Chartered MCIPD 

Email:townclerk@tivertontowncouncil.gov.uk 

Phone: 01884 253404 

 

 

 

 

Minutes of the Full Council Meeting of the Council held on Monday 24th September 2018 in the Council Chamber of 

the Town Hall at 6.30pm  

 

Present: Cllr’s J Rendle (Mayor) J Jordan (Deputy Mayor), S Griggs, L Cruwys, D Knowles, W Burke, J Blagg, A Walker, A 

Bush, G Luxton, T Lindus, C Harrower, N Davey, C Slade, E Slade, C Daw, P Young. 

 

In attendance: Cllr P Colthorpe, PCSO Dion Howells, Head Boy T Simmons and Head Girl S Vallon with the 

ambassadors of Tiverton High School accompanied by Mr J Sowden (Partnership Director of THS), Head Boy L Simson 

and Head Girl, T Vouse of Blundell’s School accompanied by Mr C Olive (House Master Blundells School), Reporter Mr 

L Clarke, Town Clerk, Mr J Vanderwolfe, Beadle Mr A Burnett, Assistant to the Town Clerk Mrs J Hubbard. 

 

 

163 Apologies 

Apologies received from Cllr’s T Bridger (Working), S Bush (Working), B Holdman (Family), I Hill (Away), A 

Berry (Work), L Kennedy (Personal). 

164 Declarations of interest under the Code of Conduct 

None. 

165 Minutes: To adopt the Minutes of the meeting held on the 30th July 2018 as a true record 

Proposed to adopt the minutes by Cllr Knowles, seconded by Cllr Jordan. 

166 Minutes: To adopt the Minutes of the Extraordinary Council Meeting held on the 13th September 2018 

as a true record 

Proposed to adopt by Cllr Harrower and seconded by Cllr Burke. 

 

167 Matters arising from either of the above meetings 

There were no matters arising from either meeting. 

 

168 Mayor’s Announcements 

Cllr Rendle read the following report; 

I have been busy since our last meeting, representing Tiverton at Barnstaple, Northam, and Tavistock and 

yesterday I attended the funeral of Johnny Kingdom. I have attended 3 AGM’s, I bring greetings from our 

twin town of Hofheim in Germany – I’ve been there twice, opened the first LGBT Pride event in a rural 

area, and attended two cadet units, plus other commitments. 

I would also like to promote my charity dinner and auction on the 3rd November at the Tiverton Hotel, we 

have some very interesting lots to auction, a week in Maderia at a Patana hotel, a Family Day Rover ticket 

on the West Somerset Railway and a flight in a glider, and other lots. All monies raised will be donated to 

local TIVERTON charities – the “Community Fund”. 

The Tiverton in Bloom Committee are seeking raffle prizes for the presentation evening on the 5th 

October. Please bring any donations into the office. 

The 7th October is Silver Sunday to celebrate Senior Citizens – many people on their own find Sunday a 

very lonely day, so with the Rotary I am hosting a cream tea event I the Mayoralty room, scones and 

chudleys. A small charge of £3.50, profits to the Mayor’s charity. 3.00pm to 5.00pm. – BUT WE MUST 

HAVE NUMBERS FOR CATERING PURPOSES – details/numbers to me please. 
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169 Democratic Period 

There were no statements. 

170 Police Report read by PCSO D Howells; 

PCSO Howells said that the force had been kept busy over the summer period, with events such as the 

Tour of Britain cycle race. He personally thanked the Town Clerk and council for their assistance with the 

marshalling duties. 

There had been a number of shoplifting offences one of which had led to the assault of 3 police officers 

outside Marks & Spencer.  

PCSO Howells informed the members that drug issues had also been a cause for concern. The force was 

active in engaging the closure of known drug houses and were working with known users to assist them 

with the ASB process. 

This involved a series of letters being sent to the individual, following a tiered structure of a formal 

warning, an ASB contract with parents of the offenders being consulted, and finally a possible arrest.  

 

Cllr Davey asked for a further breakdown of the ASB letter procedure. 

 

PCSO Howells explained that the letters purpose was for a zero tolerance and involved a formal warning 

to this effect, which if not effective would then result in a contract which could impose the offender not 

being able to be for example, in a group of no more than 2 individuals. If the contract was breached then a 

Community Order would be imposed and an arrest could then follow. 

 

Cllr Harrower asked PCSO Howells what rehabilitation programmes were available.  

 

PCSO Howells replied that there were none available. 

 

The Mayor thanked PCSO Howells for his service to keep Tiverton safe. 

 

171 Suspension of Standing Orders 

Cllr Burke proposed to suspend the Standing Orders, seconded by Cllr Jordan. 

All proposed to accept. 

172 Tiverton High School Ambassador’s Report 

Mr J Sowden introduced the school’s Ambassador team and told the members that this would be the only 

occasion that they would see the full group, and that there were the creme of the crème. 

 

Head Boy Tom Simmons and Head Girl Sofie Vallon read out the following report; 

Tiverton High School has seen another great year. With outstanding GCSE results, improved uniform 

standards and great sporting success, our school is continually progressing and aspiring to reach the high 

standards expected. 

 

This year is set to be another Triumph. Already we have in motion new and exciting programmes to 

challenge and inspire the students. We have introduced a reading programme for our year 7s who have 

been welcomed into our community. Within the first week, the year 7s flocked to the library. The influx of 

students keen to read has led to the need of more books to be ordered by the library, demonstrating the 

willingness to learn and keen attitudes our new students bring to the school. 

With a new year comes a new production, which in the past has been an asset to the Tiverton High School 

and entertainment for the community as a whole. This year the selected production is GREASE. THS is 

always proud to show the talent our students have and promote the school as the community’s central 

performing arts venue. 

 

This year’s school Improvement Plan includes some Ambassador Team Legacies, encompassing 

arrangements to improve the student’s free time, become a greener school and new open evenings with 

parents and young students to make THS the first choice in the area. Our Ambassador team is excited to 
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leave our legacy to the school and make this year a great conclusion of our time at THS. The team as a 

whole are passionate about improving the reputation and being recognised as an excellent school; we 

hope to build more relationships and links within the community and the federation. 

 

Our school provides not only an excellent education, it also accommodates for those who wish to do 

extra-curricular activities. With such a wide range of clubs, our students are not limited for choice. 

Whether you like sports, an art, or desire to further learn about a subject you’re interested in, our 

teachers willingly take their own time and use it to ensure that all who wish can enjoy these luxuries. 

Students have excelled in these many areas across the school, and our Sport Department especially is 

showing many promising prospects. Our new Sports Captains were elected at the end of the Summer 

Term, and our annual Sports Awards evening included acknowledgement of successful teams and 

individuals, as well as the new Maggie Fasey award being introduced to commemorate her commitment 

to the school and the Sport Department. More fixtures are in place for the coming year and our teams are 

keen to earn more triumphs and progress their skills to demonstrate the high standard of THS sport.  

 

THS remains at the heart of the local community as well as supporting communities hundreds of miles 

away. The new Interact President was elected at the end of the summer term, and the dedicated team are 

excited this year to do THS proud by helping others. Our Interact charity group has been highly successful 

since its beginning; having raised over £17000 for a range of charities, THS is proud to continue the society 

and raise more money for those in need. This year, the selected charities are Tiverton Young Carers and 

Cherish (linked with Kenya). Our school values echo the need we feel for every person, everywhere, to 

have a voice, be shown respect and be supported by its community.  

 

We are all overjoyed at the tremendous success Tiverton High School enjoyed by the means of GCSE’s in 

the 2017-18 year. 66% of students managed to achieve a high pass in Maths and English and an 

exceptional 37% of them gained a strong 9-5 grade. The recent years have given us a justified sense of 

pride for THS as we are now ranked fifth out of 44 schools in our progress in Maths. It is our greatest 

endeavour that this trend continues for the anticipative years to come. 

 

As one of the largest schools in the area, students may have the concern that their voices will not get 

heard or that their ideas may be swept under the carpet. However, due to a simple yet successful tiered 

system, we have ensure that the voice of just one person can have just as big an impact on the school as a 

crowd. Tutor reps gather information which they can feed back to the senators. The senators take these 

views to the senate and all plausible suggestions are taken for deeper consideration with the Head Boy, 

the Head Girl and the entire Senior Leadership Team. 

 

Reflecting on the abundant triumphs and progress of Tiverton High School, it should be made known to all 

that the school is more than just a place to learn. It’s a place to discover, a place to interact, a place to 

teach, and more importantly than anything, it’s a community. Our community is comprised of well-minded 

individuals taking the exact same journey, yet with such a variety of outcomes. We are pleased with the 

public and personal victories of all our students and hope these should continue to prosper in the future. 

Cllr Griggs said that it was a very interesting report and asked what the ambassadors did. 

They responded by saying that they were the face of the school of for events, tours, speeches, to 

encourage pupils, run events, be sports captains, and to be involved with the Interact Charity group. 

Cllr Harrower asked the group how they were making their school greener. 

They responded by saying that they were working on a number of environmental initiatives and promoting 

the use of recycling bins for waste. 

 

Cllr Harrower told the group that she was impressed at the amount raised by the Interact Charity and 

pleased that some of this would be going to benefit young carers, she then thanked them all. 

 

The Mayor Cllr Rendle thanked the ambassadors and said that she was sure Councillors would attend the 

production of Grease in December. 
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173 Blundell’s School Report 

Head Boy Luke Simpson and Head Girl Tabby Vouse read the following report; 

Since we were here in January it has been a busy few months at Blundell’s. The following report 
summarises the highlights of the academic, sporting, performing arts, international and extracurricular 
achievements of Blundellians. 
 
ACADEMIC. 
For the 6th consecutive year, and from over 350 A level entries, over 40% of all grades were at A* and A. 
Pupils achieved a higher number of top grades than in recent years, with over 70% of pupils gaining grades 
of A* -B. The top half of the year group (50 pupils) achieved outstanding results, with 75% of their grades 
at A* or A and 96% of their grades at A*-B. 
27 pupils gained all A’s and A* grades and there was a particularly high rate of acceptance for Blundell’s 
students into their first choice of university destinations including Cambridge, Imperial College, London, 
LSE, Durham, Edinburgh, Reading and Manchester. Several students have been successfully accepted at US 
Universities. 
At GCSE, 15% of pupils taking a reformed subject were awarded a 9, compared to 4.5% nationally, and 
46% of all grades achieved by Blundell’s pupils were at 7, 8, or 9 level. 
 
SPORT 
A tremendous year with Girls hockey teams making it through to the National Finals, Boys 1st XV rugby 
team playing at Allianz Park in the final of the Champions Cup following this up with winning the National 
School Boys Sevens at Rosslyn Park. We are still one of the very few schools of our size who regularly put 
out two teams per year group believing it is important for all the pupils to have a go at playing and 
competing at whatever level this may be. 
Individual mentions should go to: 

 Dom Bess (left two years ago) on being capped by England against Pakistan at cricket.  

 Barry Karea and Sam Maunder both played for the Exeter Chiefs with Sam Captaining England 
U18 v Scotland U18 at Murrayfield, before beginning his Exeter Chiefs contract following on from 
his brother Jack. 

 Millie Attwell and Trixie Nicholson will represent Isca 1st XI in the Women's Investec National 
Hockey League which restarts next week. Millie is in the England U18 hockey squad for the 
second year running, having missed out on the U18 European Championships due to injury. 

The Girls' Rugby side once again had success at Rosslyn Park, losing by a single point to Exeter College's 
academy in the semi-final stage. 
In athletics, 6 pupils represented Devon at the South West Schools' 

 Trixie Nicholson in the Senior Girls Javelin and Kitty Dart in the Inter Girls Javelin with Trixie being 
selected again to represent Devon at the English School's Championships in Birmingham.  

 Megan Hamilton-Strong, Dan Hamilton-Strong and Tom Putt - also represented Devon at the 
English School's Combined Events Championships in September. Megan finished 3rd in the Junior 
Girls Pentathlon and will now represent England at the School's International in Glasgow in 
November. 

 
DRAMA 
It has been an exciting year for extracurricular drama. Our senior play this year was a superb production of 
Arthur Miller's 'The Crucible', receiving standing ovations from the audiences. This was followed by a foot 
stomping year 7/8 production of 'School of Rock' and a truly original 9/10 play 'murder at the manor' 
which was accompanied by a sumptuous 3 course meal prepared by our master chef. 
Next up is Shakespeare's classic comedy 'Twelfth Night', in November. Tickets will be available after half 
term from the school office and we would love to open up our high standard of theatre to the local 
community.  
 
INTERNATIONAL 
The International Committee celebrates the full range of Festivals that play such an important part in the 
lives of many Blundellians. The Committee have arranged a number of events to celebrate: 

 Diwali (Indian New Year) and Chinese New Year: The Year of Dog which started on 16th February  
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 The Moon Festival: being celebrated this evening at School marks a time when for family 
members and loved ones to congregate and enjoy full moon – an auspicious symbol of 
abundance, harmony and luck.  

 European day of languages: On 26th September, the committee and other international students 
will share their languages with the senior pupils and staff during lunchtime. There are more than 
17 languages spoken within our community and we are very pleased that we can share them with 
everyone. 

 
MUSIC 
The Chamber Choir, recently finalists at the National Choir Competition in the Festival Hall in London, this 
year performed on tour in Bratislava and Budapest, as well as closer to home in Exeter and Truro 
Cathedrals.  The Orchestra performed Prokofiev’s Peter and the Wolf in Exeter’s Great Hall along with 3 
guest prep schools in a concert that featured over two-hundred musicians from Year 3 to 13.  Individual 
successes included: 

 Redmond Sanders whose fine baritone voice saw him reach the finals of the National Rotary 
Musician competition in Edinburgh. 

 Jack Armstrong Williams, who studied saxophone on a Saturday as part of the Junior Academy 
Jazz course in London 

 Cosima Mundy attended the South West Music School with her cello.   
There were over 100 successes in music examinations, with plenty of Grade 8 distinctions.  Currently there 
are over 200 pupils learning a musical instrument at the senior school and Music continues to be a real 
area of strength for the school. 
 
OUTDOOR PURSUITS AND EXTRA CURRICULAR 

 Ten Tors: two 35 Mile and a 45 Mile Team successfully completed the challenge back in May and 
53 have signed up for the 18 places available again this year. 

 Duke of Edinburgh’s Award: 35 have completed their Bronze Award recently, 8 Silver and 10 the 
Gold Award 

 CCF: currently made up of 135 cadets. Ollie Leyshon completed a week’s adventure training in 
Bavaria this summer and those who attended the summer camp won best competitive team. Jess 
Taylor and Tommy Ryder took part Tiverton’s WW1 commemoration earlier in the summer 

 Williams Cup: last weekend saw the whole of Year 9 camping at Wimbleball to complete a range 
of activities and challenges from sailing and stand up paddle boarding to archery and axe 
throwing. 

 Peru 2019: 22 pupils continue to prepare for a three week World Challenge Expedition to Peru 
next summer following on from the success of the 2017 Borneo Expedition. 

 Charity Committee: In the last year Blundell’s has raised over £14,000 for a variety of charities 
including Exeter Leukemia Fund, UK Sepsis Trust, CHAT and Devon Air Ambulance. We have 
hosted a charity wine tasting evening, packed shoe boxes to send as Christmas presents and had 
over 250 students and staff running a 5km Race for Life in March.  
We are hosting another charity wine tasting evening at on Thursday 29th November in aid of 
Exeter Leukemia fund please contact Blundell’s or the Jolly Vintner for tickets. 
 
Cllr Harrower said the report was very commendable and praised the school for their 
achievements. 
 
The Mayor Cllr Rendle gave her thanks. 

 

174 Reinstatement of Standing Orders 

Proposed by Cllr Cruwys and seconded by Cllr Burke. 

 

175 External Auditor’s Report 

The Town Clerk J Vanderwolfe spoke to the members to say that he was pleased to inform them that PKF 

Littlejohn had carried out an unqualified Audit which had incurred no comments at all. The document had 

been uploaded onto the town council website. 
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Cllr C Slade proposed to accept these, seconded by Cllr Knowles. 

176 Devon County Council Report read by Cllr P Colthorpe; 

Now that the weather is so noticeably autumnal the beautiful summer we had this year seems a long time 

ago but I hope you were all able to make the most of the sun.  Thankfully the lovely weather held for the 

Tour of Britain which came to Devon on 3rd September and your lady mayor kindly invited me to join her 

at the town hall on the day.   We were out in the street to watch as the police outriders, the support 

vehicles and finally the cyclists themselves - a leading group of five and then the peloton - came sweeping 

through.  From Tiverton the show rolled on up Long Drag and through Withleigh where, only an hour or 

two earlier, Highways had been called to deal with a last minute emergency.  Luckily it proved to be no 

more than a leaking pipe and was swiftly put right so there wasn’t even a puddle to show for it when the 

riders pedalled through on their way to Witheridge and South Molton’s pannier market.  

The Tour brings several million pounds into the county whenever a stage takes place here but the number 

of police and police vehicles involved inevitably raises questions about where they come from and who 

pays for them.   I asked those questions of Stuart Hughes, the relevant D.C.C. portfolio-holder, and the 

answer to the first was that the police personnel come from the length and breadth of Britain – two or 

three perhaps from the Devon and Cornwall force – and to the second that it is the Tour’s organisers who 

pay for them and also for their accommodation throughout the duration of the Tour.   

On 7th August the Corporate Infrastructure and Regulatory Scrutiny Committee hosted a spotlight review 

into problem gambling.   Comprising members across the political spectrum from C.I.R., Health and Adult 

Care and Children’s Scrutiny, the task group also included the Gambling Commission’s compliance 

manager for S.W. England, an inspector from the Devon and Cornwall Police and a director from Tamar 

Gaming as well as officers from Plymouth City Council, Teignbridge D.C. and D.C.C. and a video call with 

the C.E.O of GamCare.  Problem Gambling has a low profile – 20% of problem drinkers receive treatment 

but only 2% of problem gamblers – but its effects can be as far-reaching as those of any other addiction 

and a number of recommendations will be put to tomorrow’s meeting of C.I.R.   The spotlight review’s full 

report is available on the D.C.C. website at agenda item 7 of the C.I.R. Scrutiny Committee’s agenda for 

25th September, 2018. 

Once the summer holidays were over, a meeting was held at Phoenix House which gathered together 

various bodies with an interest in Tiverton’s historic leat. I want to offer my apology to Cllr E Slade for 

omitting to include her apology at this meeting. The town council was represented by Cllr. Rendle;  Cllr. 

Burke and the town clerk;  Mid Devon provided three officers and a most useful map;  Cllr. B Hull attended 

as one of the district councillors for Castle ward, Cllr. Slade was there wearing all three of his hats and I 

was in the chair.  It soon became apparent that considerable knowledge was represented around the table 

and a number of action points were identified to take forward.   Andrew Pritchard, one of M.D.D.C.’s 

directors, told us that he had already instructed that the leat be included in one of the litter picking team’s 

routes and the meeting concluded with a site visit to the leat itself. 

Devon’s lanes are famous - or, if you are an H.G.V.driver, infamous - for being narrow and winding.   The 

Devon & Somerset Fire & Rescue Service has been trialling a number of ‘Rapid Intervention Vehicles’ 

(RIVs) which are smaller than the traditional fire engine and have proved effective in reaching some 

incidents more quickly.   Part of a programme designed to modernise the emergency response fleet, 

operational staff were involved in both the design and the testing of RIVs and the feedback from the crews 

using them has been excellent.   

Mayor Cllr Rendle asked if the smaller engines would carry less crew and smaller ladders. 

Cllr Colthorpe responded to say that these vehicles would carry 5 personnel which was the standard for 

traditional vehicles. She was unsure about the ladders but would check this. 

Cllr Young asked when the results on the leat would come through; ie maintaining it, particularly where 

there was leakage into properties. 

Cllr Colthorpe said that the DCC Highways engineer had been unable to attend the leat meeting so this 
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would need to be updated as to where the problem lay. She said the course of the water travelled some 

distance underground and MDDC had been digging at it on an adhoc basis. This should be carried out by 

Highways. 

Cllr Young said that it was leaking in Water Lane and coming into the basements he questioned whether 

this would be a South West Water issue. 

Cllr Burke said that MDDC’s Steve Densham was aware of these problems. 

Cllr Griggs asked if there were any plans to address the missing road sign at Westexe as it had been 

missing for a number of years. Cllr Colthorpe said she would look into this. 

Cllr Harrower asked if there was any update on the no left turn sign coming down Canal Hill. 

Cllr C Slade responded by saying that this was the first he had heard about this issue and he would look 

into it. 

The Mayor Cllr Rendle thanked Cllr Colthorpe for her report. 

Cllr C Slade addressed the members to inform them that the A361 was being resurfaced and this would 

mean looking at traffic flow delays of 8 minutes. He gave the website address of WWW.A361 for more 

detailed information and updates. The works would continue up until Christmas and then resume in the 

new year. 

Cllr C Slade informed the members that the Grand Western Canal and Stover Country Park have 

succeeded once again in being awarded the Green Flag Award, they are top ranking in both the UK and the 

world. The canal could be in line for a People’s Choice Award so if you use the canal and have a chance to 

vote you could do this up until the 30th September 2018. 

Cllr C Slade  said that DDC were offering workers in health and social care sector and job seekers wishing 

to enter the profession the chance to learn Maths and English skills via a free flexible on-line learning 

(Flex2learn) with completion in July 2019, go to the DCC website for further details. 

 

177 District Council Questions (prior notification please) 

No questions. 

178 Committee Minutes: 

Chairman of Finance & General Purposes, Cllr Knowles presented Minutes of the 13th August 2018; and 
the Minutes of the 10th September 2018. 
The next meeting of F & GP would be Monday 3rd October 2018. 
 
Councillors agreed these minutes. 
 
Chairman of Planning, Cllr Burke presented the Minutes of 30th July 2018; the Minutes of the 20th August 
2018; the Minutes of the 3rd September 2018; and the Minutes of the 17th September 2018. 
The next Planning Meeting will be 1st October 2018. 
 
Councillors agreed these Minutes. 
 
Chairman of Tiverton in Bloom Cllr Burke presented the Minutes of 17th September 2018. 
 The date of the next TIB Meeting 3rd October2018. 
 
Councillors agreed these Minutes. 
 
Cllr Burke invited the councillors to the Tiverton in Bloom Presentation of Awards Evening and told them 
they would need to accept by the 1st October 2018 for catering purposes. He gave a thank you to the litter 
pickers and all who helped to clean the town and for the tea and cakes in relation to the judging of the 
town’s entry into South West in Bloom. 

http://www.a361/
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Any other reports or statements 
 
Cllr Jordan informed the members that his email account had been hacked, he advised that they contact 
him by phone until he had sorted this issue. 
Cllr Daw asked what the council were doing in relation to single use plastics, the Town Clerk J Vanderwolfe 
said he would look into this.  
Cllr Cruwys told the members that in August he had taken part in a twinning trip to Hofheim and had been 
well looked after and appreciated the Mayor’s attendance. He said that the Twinning AGM would be held 
on the 11th October 2018 and all were welcome to attend. The next visit to Hofheim would be in July 2019 
to which all would be welcome. 
 

179 Street Naming 

To agree a series of suitable street names for the Eastern Urban Extension 

The Town clerk J Vanderwolfe asked the councillors if they were happy with the list that he had provided 

them with all the suggested names. 

Cllr Cruwys voiced his concern over one of the suggest names, George Julian Harney and questioned his 

connection as he was born in Deptford. 

The Mayor Cllr Rendle agreed and said she had resignations with Perceval. It was agreed to remove these 

two names. 

The Town clerk J Vanderwolfe suggested Samuel Wesley as he had served as a master at Blundell’s School 

and was buried in St George’s Church. 

The councillors were happy at the list of names to be forwarded. 

180 Devon and Cornwall Police Proposed Merger 

Devon and Cornwall Police is keen to learn the views of elected members regarding the proposed 

merger with Dorset Police. 

The Town clerk J Vanderwolfe said that if the merger went ahead it would become one of the biggest 

forces in the country with just one Chief Constable, this would be useful in as much as currently there 

were problems in dealing with two separate forces. 

181 Correspondence 

No correspondence. 

182 Date of Next Meeting; 

26th November 2018 at 6.30pm. 

  

 

 

Signed    --------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

Date -------------------------------------------------------- 

 


