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Tiverton Town Council 

Town Hall, St Andrew Street, Tiverton, Devon EX16 6PG 

Town Clerk: J.F. Vanderwolfe Chartered MCIPD 

Email:townclerk@tivertontowncouncil.gov.uk 

Phone: 01884 253404 

 

Produced by Carole Oliphant – Assistant to the Town Clerk 

 

 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on the 22nd January 2018 in the Council Chamber of the Town Hall at 

6.30pm  

 

Present: Cllr’s W Burke (Mayor), C Slade (Deputy Mayor), S Bush, S Griggs, C Daw, L Cruwys, J Rendle, B Holdman, E 

Slade, J Rawlings, P Young, D Knowles, J Jordan, A Berry, J Blagg, A Walker, A Bush, G Luxton, T Lindus 

 

In attendance: Town Clerk, Mr J Vanderwolfe, Assistant to the Town Clerk Carole Oliphant, Beadle Alan Burnett, Rev R 

Gordon, Cllr P Colthorpe, John Sowden and the Tiverton High School Ambassadors, Blundells School Ambassadors, and 

one member of the public  

 

Absent: Cllr N Davey 

 

Before the commencement of the meeting prayers were led by Rev Robert Gordon  

77 Apologies 

Apologies received from Cllr K Wilson (Sick), C Harrower (Sick) and Miss C Slade (Sick). Resolved to accept 

these apologies. 

Cllr N Davey was absent. 

78 Declarations of interest  

No Declarations of Interest under the Code of Conduct were made 

79 Adoption of the minutes 

It was resolved to adopt the minutes of the Full Council Meeting on 27th November 2018 as a true record 

and were duly signed by the Mayor  

80 Matters arising from the minutes 

Cllr Holdman asked the Chairman why the names of Councillors who had asked questions at the last full 

council meeting had not been added to the minutes. The Town Clerk explained that the minutes of the 

meeting had now been accepted and signed by the Mayor. 

81 Mayors Announcements  

The Mayor, Cllr W Burke stated that he had been busy and had completed lots of visits to Care Homes on 

Christmas Eve and the residents were very pleased to see him and the Mayoress. He had attended the 

Funeral of R Turner. He had attended various dances and balls in neighbouring towns. 

82 Democratic Period 

None 

83 Police Report 

The Police report was read out by the Mayor and would be circulated to Councillors after the meeting. The 

headline figures showed: 

 

Offence Recorded Crime 

01/12/2017 – 

21/01/2018 

Recorded Crime 

01/12/2016 -

21/01/2017 

Recorded 

Crime % 

Difference 

Violence with Injury 22 12 83.3% 

Violence without Injury 40 15 166.7% 

Rape 2 3 -33.3% 

Other Sexual Offences 12 7 71.4% 
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Robbery 2 1 100.00% 

Burglary Dwelling 6 6 0.00% 

Burglary Non-Dwelling 24 6 300.00% 

Vehicle Offences 9 3 200.00% 

Shoplifting 31 23 34.80% 

Other Theft 28 20 40.00% 

Criminal Damage 39 33 18.20% 

Public Order Offences 10 9 11.10% 

Possession of Weapons 2 0  

Trafficking of Drugs 1 1 0.00 

Possession of Drugs 5 7 -28.6% 

Other Offences 4 9 -55.60% 

Total 237 155 52.90% 

 

 

84  Suspension of Standing Orders 

Resolved to suspend Standing Orders 

85 Tiverton High School Ambassadors 

Head Boy James Parker and Head Girl Jessica Fitch gave an overview of the School: 

As Head Boy and Head Girl of Tiverton High School, we have compiled a report of the most recent and 

upcoming events that have occurred after the Christmas holidays.  

 Although having only just entered the start of the spring term, there have been many changes and 

announcements from THS: 

1. GCSE Mocks for Year 11 

All Year 11 students underwent their mock exams following the end of the Christmas holidays. This 

involved taking part in exams in all subjects under strict exam conditions, which will prepare them for their 

actual GCSEs in July. Year 11 have worked really hard to revise in order for them to receive the best results 

possible. The students will receive their results on January 24th in an assembly, just like they would if it 

was the real thing. This is important and vital for students as it gives them an idea of how an exam works 

and they are rightly for the day.   

 

2. Local businesses support THS footballers 

Year 8 & 9 footballers at Tiverton High School have been given new football kits thanks to local businesses, 

Five Star Security and Metcalfe Allen Security. The boys’ and girls’ football teams had been playing in  their 

normal PE kits until the two local businesses stepped in to sponsor and print the brand new kits, which 

include both the school and sponsor logos. Just in time for the upcoming matches, the boys’ team is 

currently top 32 in the country and is an amazing achievement which has been recognised by Metcalfe 

Allen Security. The girls’ team were sponsored by Five Star Security who said, “We look forward to seeing 

their continued success throughout the rest of the year.” This has already been seen to have positive 

impacts as Tiverton’s U14 boys secured their place in the last 16 of the National Cup. The team were 

ecstatic over their win and were eager for the next match!  

 

3. New Machine for Design Students 

Design students are taking the first step towards a career in engineering with a new laser cutter machine 

that has been part-funded by local manufacturing firm, HepcoMotion. The new machine, which cost 

£7,470, enables design students to create 2D models designed on computer aided design (CAD) software, 

and serves as a starting point for any student wishing to learn more about engineering. The purchase is an 

essential part of the GCSE curriculum, and HepcoMotion’s generosity means the school does not need to 

seek loan funding for the machine. This will help students who are seeking careers in engineering, design 

and technology. This also helps to improve the links between the school and the community and firms 

such as HepcoMotion.  

4. Students go to Apple Workshop  
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Attendance is an important target for THS and their aim is for all students to have a 95% attendance mark. 

There is proven link between attendance and a student’s progress in learning at school. Apple have 

sponsored our attendance prize to celebrate the student’s success. They awarded 12 students who  were 

picked at random with 95% attendance and above. Apple held the workshop at their local store in Exeter 

and students looked at their new app, Garage band. Many students thought this was an excellent 

opportunity and they felt they had gained something valuable from the experience.   

 

 To conclude, these changes and improvements to our school are something we are proud to report to the 

members of the council and the community of Tiverton. We look forward to sharing more achievements 

with you soon. 

 

86 Blundells School Report 

Head Boy and Head Girl (Jack Watt and Mantha Unsworth-White) plus the Deputy Head Boy and Deputy 

Head Girl (Harry Olive and Cecilia Cheng) were in attendance an gave the following report: 

 

Sports 

The Rugby team reached the Champions Trophy at Allianz Park and although they didn’t win it was a 

fantastic day. The Hockey and Football teams had recently completed tours of Barcelona. The Kayak team 

was currently training hard for a 125mile race. 

 

Arts & Culture 

In November the school gave a performance of the Crucible which had been directed by the musical 

director. The next production would be School of Rock and auditions were currently underway. The open 

mike nights continued to be a huge success. 

 

Extra Curriculum 

There were many extra curriculum activities including Ten Tors and Duke of Edinburgh Awards. There was 

an expedition to Borneo in 2017 in which progress was captured by cinematographers. The participants 

climbed the highest peak in south east Asia. The school was currently making preparations for an 

expedition to Peru. 

 

Overseas Students 

There are over 30 different nationalities represented at the school and it is keen to teach as many 

different cultures as possible. The School has a program of encouraging international students to become 

leaders. 

 

Cllr Rendle asked what charities Blundells was currently supporting and they pupils confirmed it was CLIC 

and CHAT. 

 

Cllr Knowles expressed his pleasure that Blundells had attended the Full Council meeting. 

 

Cllr Daw requested that further details been sent to Councillors about the production of School of Rock so 

that they could support this. 

87 Reinstatement of Standing Orders 

Resolved to reinstate Standing Orders 

88 DCC Reports 

Cllr P Colthorpe provided a summary of her report which had previously been circulated to Councillors. 

 

She said that she had recently been informed that Tiverton High School had started a consultation process 

on staff numbers due to a budget shortfall. The likely outcome is a reduction in the number of support 

staff but it was unlikely to see a loss of teaching staff. 
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Cllr Colthorpe stated that Carlton lodge had been delayed through unforeseen circumstances but was now 

aiming to open in September 2019. DCC remained committed to the provision of the facility. 

Cllr Lindus stated that he was pleased that DCC was standing up for Schools but he hoped that this 

wouldn’t be to the detriment of other school budgets in other areas of the country. 

 

Cllr S Bush said that there was a gap in local provision because Charlton Lodge had been delayed. He said 

that the new primary school in the Eastern Urban Extension had to be an academy but there was no 

process to open one in the public process. He had heard that Uffculme School had been approached to 

open the academy and if this was the case how would this affect plans for a new high school in Tiverton. 

 

Cllr Coltorpe responded by saying that the proposed academy would be part of wave 13 but there was no 

governance at the moment to select and open academies. 

 

Cllr C Slade said that although there was no further detail on the academy he didn’t see that it would have 

an effect on the New High School which had already begun its consultation process. 

 

Cllr A Bush asked that as the continued reductions in government funding were felt what other services 

would be likely to be cut. 

 

Cllr Colthorpe said that the concentration of services would be on the elderly and vulnerable and she felt 

that things like highways would suffer. 

 

Cllr C Slade said that the A361 contraflow was generally working ok. On the 4/3/18 the contraflow would 

be switched onto the opposite carriageway and be removed completely on 5/4/18. 

 

He also stated that 86% of adult Social care in the district was good or outstanding. 

 

Cllr Burke asked if DCC engineers could be instructed to clean out the drains correctly to prevent flooding. 

89 

 

Committee Minutes 

(a) Finance & General Purposes  Minutes of 11th December 2017 and 8th January 2018; were 

presented by the Chairman Cllr D Knowles and noted 

(b) Planning Committee Minutes of the 20th November 2017, 4th and 18th December 2017 and 15th 

January 2018; were presented by the Chairman Cllr W Burke and noted 

(c) Civic and Ceremonial Committee Minutes of the 4th December 2017; were presented by the 

Chairman Cllr J Rendle and noted 

(d) Cllr Lindus gave details of a race night to be held on 2nd March 2018 in aid of the Tiverton Market 

Centre; 

(e) Cllr Rendle said that she had recently attended at performance of the Messiah by the East Devon 

Coral Society; 

(f) Cllr Rendle said that the Tiverton Litter Pickers were currently looking for volunteers and 

committee members 

90 Budget and Precept 2018/2019 

The motion to accept the budget and precept demand of £455,264 was moved to accept by Cllr Burke and 

seconded by Cllr Cruwys. The Motion was accepted. 

90 Meeting closed at 7.34pm. Next Meeting Monday 26th March 2018 at 6.30pm 

  

 

 

Signed    --------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

Date -------------------------------------------------------- 


