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Tiverton Town Council 

Town Hall, St Andrew Street, Tiver.ton, Devon EX16 6PG 

Town Clerk: J.F. Vanderwolfe Chartered MCIPD 

Email:townclerk@tivertontowncouncil.gov.uk 

Phone: 01884 253404 

 

 

 

Minutes of the Full Council Meeting of the Council held on Monday 25th March 2019 in the Council Chamber of the 

Town Hall at 6.30pm  

 

Present: Cllr’s J Rendle (Mayor), J Jordan (Deputy Mayor), A Berry, J Blagg, T Bridger, W Burke, A Bush, S Bush, L 

Cruwys  C Daw, N Davey, S Griggs, C Harrower, I Hill, B Holdman, L Kennedy,  T Lindus, G Luxton, C Slade, E Slade, A 

Walker, P Young. 

In attendance: Cllr P Colthorpe, Mr A Newsome (Mace Bearer), Mr B Zarrett (Mace Bearer) Revd D Lyydon (Mayor’s 

Chaplain), Mr J Sowden (THS), Head Boy Tom Symonds, Head Girl Sophie Vallon, Mr C Olive (Blundell’s School) Head 

Boy, Luke Simpson, Head Girl Tabby Vause, Jo Roberts (Grand Western Canal), Hayley Graham (BOUNCE), Mr J 

Vanderwolfe (Town Clerk), Mrs J Hubbard (Assistant to the Town Clerk). 

 

221 Opening of the Meeting and Prayers 

The Mayor opened the meeting and this was followed by prayers led by the Mayor’s Chaplain Revd. D 

Lyddon. 

Cllr W Burke then presented Jo Roberts from the Grand Western Canal with a 5 star outstanding IYN 

award and 5 star outstanding Countryside Park award. 

Cllr C Slade as Chair of the Grand Western Canal thanked Cllr W Burke and gave his congratulations to 

Mark and Jo of whom he said were a credit to the town, Cllr C Slade said that the canal was a good 

resource which all should be proud of. 

Cllr W Burke announced that Tiverton in Bloom had been upgraded to a gold award from the silver gilt 

originally awarded, and showed the members the banner. He thanked the committee for their hard work 

and Mrs J Hubbard for her assistance. 

The Mayor thanked Cllr W Burke and the administration team for their efforts. 

222 Apologies 

Apologies received from Cllr D Knowles (attending another meeting).Resolved to accept these apologies. 

223 Declarations of interest under the Code of Conduct 

Cllr S Bush Sunningmead Community Centre and Old Heathcoat School Community Centre. 

Cllr L Cruwys Sunningmead Community Centre. 

Cllr G Luxton Old Heathcoat School Community Centre. 

Cllr J Rendle Tiverton Musuem. 

Cllrs, C Slade, MDDC Mobility, Tiverton Museum and Tiverton Tourist Information. 

Cllr E Slade MDDC and Tiverton Museum. 

Cllr L Cruwys Neighbourhood Plan Working Party. 

Cllr I Hill Neighbourhood Plan Working party. 

224 Minutes: To adopt the Minutes of the meeting held on the 28th January 2019 as a true record 

All resolved to adopt these minutes. 

225 Matters arising from the meeting 

There were no matters arising. 

226 Mayor’s Announcements 

Cllr J Rendle read out her report; 

She thanked her Mace Bearers Bill Zarrett and Alan Newsome assisting and attending the meeting. Cllr 

Rendle also thanked the councillors who voted for the Volunteer Tiverton Litter Pickers in the Taylor 

Wimpey Community Fund. Cllr Rendle said they had secured the top grant award. One of the target 

focuses now was to tackle the anti-social habit of carelessly discarded cigarette butts and chewing gum.  A 
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group of 20 volunteers had gone out on Saturday as part of the National Clean Up Campaign, starting out 

from the fast food outlet McDonald’s in various directions. The next litter pick would be held on Saturday 

6th April 2019 meeting at Moorhayes Community Centre for 2pm, with all equipment provided. 

227 Democratic Period 

There were no questions or statements received. 

228 Police Report 

The Town Clerk informed the members that he had received a message from the new Police Officer for 

Tiverton to say that due to time restrictions and stretched resources, they would be unable to provide a 

report or attend the meeting. 

It was suggested that there might be a separate meeting between the councillors and the police team and 

that this could be held on a bi-annual basis. The Town Clerk suggested that the first meeting to discuss any 

issues should take place after the elections on the 2nd May 2019. 

229 Tiverton High School Ambassador’s Report 

Sophie Vallon Head Girl and Tom Symonds Head Boy from Tiverton High School read out their school 

report; * Please see attached report.* 

On the conclusion of their report, Sophie and Tom informed the members that this would be the last 

meeting that they would be attending in their roles as Head Boy and Head Girl. They both thanked the 

members for the opportunity to present the school reports to the council meetings and said that they had 

been proud to represent the school. 

Cllr C Harrower offered her congratulations to Tiverton High School on their good Ofsted rating and said 

they should be justly proud of the result. She wished Sophie and Tom well with their forthcoming exams 

and future careers. 

Cllr C Harrower said that one of their peers and previous Head Boy of THS was now in the midst of funding 

to travel to Japan to play rugby, she asked Sophie and Tom how this was being funded and if the school 

was assisting. 

They answered by informing Cllr C Harrower of the school broadcasting media platform that had been 

utilised and said there were hopes for future fundraising with plans afoot to broaden opportunities in 

September this year. 

 The Mayor Cllr Rendle thanked them both for coming to the meeting and for being excellent 

ambassadors for Tiverton High School. She wished them well in their exams and in their future lives. 

230 Blundell’s School Report 
Luke Simpson Head Boy and Tabby Vause Head Girl *Please see the attached Report* 
At the conclusion of their report, Luke and Tabby announced that this would be their final attendance at 
the council as Head Boy and Head Girl and thanked the members for the opportunity to not only represent 
Blundell’s School but to engage with the councillors. 
The Mayor thanked them both for their report and for attending. She thanked the school for their 
involvement in Tiverton in Bloom and gave her best wishes to them both for their exams and future career 
paths, ending by adding that she hoped to see them both at the school’s speech day event later in the 
year. 

231 Presentation by Hayley Graham from BOUNCE 
Hayley began by thanking the members for the opportunity to give her presentation and distributing 
leaflets with details of BOUNCE which aims to “Build Emotional Resilience in Children and Families to 
Improve Wellbeing.”  Introducing herself as a child Psychotherapist who was based in Tiverton and the 
founder of “BOUNCE”. Hayley said that BOUNCE had been recently registered for providing mental health 
support to Primary Schools, Teachers, Children, Parents, and the community. 
Mental Health as a topic has been very high profile and the importance of addressing needs and the 
support required was paramount. Hayley explained that research showed 3 or 4 children in every 
classroom has a diagnosable mental health condition, only a quarter will received specialist support which 
demonstrated the lack of suitable support. 
BOUNCE hoped to fill the gap in support available by offering a 5 in one service; 

 Play and arts- based child psychotherapy 

 Counselling for parents 

 Supervision for teachers 

 Workshops for parents. 
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Hayley said that they were currently a 12 people team all appropriately qualified. They were running a 
pilot project involving three primary schools, two of which were in Tiverton. Already results and 
improvements clearly show intervention works, with benefits in well-being, attendance, behaviour, 
leaving teachers free to teach without disruption. 
As a town Tiverton would gain as Professor Lagarde’s report informed £6,000 spent on a children in their 
early years would prevent £150,000 spent on dealing with the after effects of drug dependency, alcohol 
abuse and suicides. 
With a network of trained professionals the project aimed to help assist in creating happy homes and 
families through their work, creating a space to give a heart and sense of belonging. 
Hayley was now looking to secure a suitable space that could host the workshops and counselling. 
Hayley thanked the council for the funding and said she was delighted to have the opportunity for 
advocacy and publicity in order to help expand and get more people involved.  
Cllr P Young asked for clarification on (space). Hayley said they wanted to provide one to one support, 
hold workshops and run drop in sessions. At present their work in schools was limited in regards to space 
so securing extra was a premium need.  
Cllr C Harrower Asked if all schools had been contacted. Hayley responded by saying that they had given a 
leaflet to all schools, they had received a 60% uptake, with 2 schools accepting the offer. At this stage 
there was no capacity to take on any more schools. 
Cllr C Harrower said that as a trustee of Bolham School she would endeavour to try to gain support. 
Cllr I Hill Asked for specifics on the “space” so that if anyone knows of an area that might suit they could 
contact her at a later date. 
Hayley replied that as part of Safeguarding, the counsellors could not be alone so there would be a need 
for two rooms, which would be working in tandem, and other staff attached to the building. 
Cllr T Lindus suggested she contact Mid Devon District Council and ask if it would be possible to utilise the 
old Market Drop In Centre. 
Cllr N Davey said Hayley should contact Mr A Busby at Mid Devon District Council regarding the Drop in 
Centre building. 
The Mayor requested a contact number for Hayley. 

232 Devon County Council Report 

Cllr P Colthorpe  

*Please see the attached report* 

Cllr Colthorpe ended her report by requesting that councillors respect “Purdah” in regards to any 

questions. 

Cllr T Bridger asked a question relating to social care figures which could not be discussed because of 

Purdah restrictions. 

Cllr W Burke thanked Cllr P Colthorpe for the donation from Devon County Council which would now 

enable Tiverton in Bloom to purchase new flower troughs. 

Cllr C Slade  

*Please see the attached report* 

Summary;   information on three new Devon County Council funding schemes worth nearly £460,000 to 

support local, voluntary, community organisations and groups/projects. News on the trial of “Crowd Fund 

Devon” with two other funding schemes in the pipeline “A doing what matters Fund and “A making the 

connection fund”. The next round of Locality Budget Funding would open after the local elections in May. 

Information on the Connecting Devon and Somerset (CDS) broadband programme who were now offering 

vouchers through the national Better Broadband Scheme.  

Finally an announcement that all areas of Devon are to benefit from £18.75 million of Highways funding 

received from central government. 

233 District Council Questions (prior notification please) 

No questions received. 
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234 Committee Minutes: 

 Cllr S Griggs (Vice-Chair) presented the Financial & General Purposes Committee Minutes for the 11th 

February and the 11th March 2019. 

All agreed to accept these Minutes. 

Cllr W Burke presented the Planning Committee Minutes of the 4th and 18th February and 4th and 18th 

March 2019. 

Cllr S Griggs (Chair) presented the Staffing Committee Minutes of the 11th March 2019. 

All agreed to accept these Minutes. 

Any other reports or statements by the elected members. 

The Town Clerk informed the members that the P3 footpaths report had been very in depth and said he 

would like to register his thanks for the hard work that the footpath officer had put in to produce this. 

Cllr J Jordan announced that he would not be standing for election. He then thanked all the councillors 

that he had worked with, saying that it had been a real eye opener and that they had not seen the last of 

him. 

Cllr J Rendle thanked him for his service as Deputy Mayor and Councillor. 

235 Finance: 

(a) To receive the report from the Internal Auditor 

Cllr C Slade proposed and Cllr L Cruwys seconded, resolved to accept the report. 

(b) Business Risk Management Report; presented by Cllr T Bridger 

Cllr T Bridger informed the members that he had worked with the Town Clerk to review the Business Risk 

Management Report and was pleased to say that it was a very good report, giving his thanks to the Town 

Clerk John Vanderwolfe for his work and acknowledged the accounting work of the Assistant to the Town 

Clerk Mrs J Hubbard. All resolved to accept the report. 

(c)  Allocation of Grants 2019: to adopt the recommendations from the working party. 

Cllr S Griggs proposed, seconded by Cllr W Burke. All resolved to accept the recommendations. 

236  Standing Orders: 

To adopt the revised Standing Orders as prepared by the Standing Orders Working Party. 

Cllr T Bridger pointed out that item number 8 was not clear (the act of abstaining) needed change of 

wording. 

The Town Clerk said the issue occurred when people did not tell us that they had abstained and that this 

only happened when there was a need to Co-opt. He said that if a councillor wished to abstain before a 

vote was taken then they should state this. The Town Clerk said that he would look into amending. 

Cllr I Hill said that the council should be trying to be more inclusive and that the wording in the Standing 

Orders currently does not show gender equality, she then proceeded to cite some examples of he in the 

text. Her suggestion of they or their was rejected, because this would be plural instead of singular. 

Cllr A Bush said that the he in text was gender neutral. 

The Town Clerk said that he could put a small interpretative paragraph to indicate inclusivity.The 

councillors voted on this and it was resolved to accept. 

Cllr I Hill questioned the restriction of the number of councillors on committees, and how would this 

limitation allow the voice of all the wards and electorates to be represented. She went on to say that 

councillors gained valuable knowledge by being a part of a committee. She also went on to say that there 

was nothing in the standing orders that explained the process/system by which individual councillors were 

able to be members of the committees and this should also be included. 

The Town Clerk explained that there were committees who were oversubscribed, whilst others suffered a 

lack of numbers. There was a fear too that with a large number on a committee, meetings could go over 

the usual 60 minutes. He also said that any councillor could attend a meeting without having to be on a 

committee and gain valuable knowledge and experience this way. 

The Town Clerk also suggested that councillors put a first and second choice for preferred committees. 

Cllr N Davey did not agree with the restriction and could not see the problem saying that the system 

worked with no issues. 

Cllr T Lindus also agreed, saying he did not see a need for a restriction in numbers. 

The Town Clerk asked for a vote on the number of elected member’s issue. 
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Cllr I Hill proposed, seconded by Cllr N Davey. 

It was resolved to delete the paragraph. 

Cllr I Hill questioned why this would be the last Full Council Meeting as the Minutes of other meetings 

might go to newly elected councillors. She requested that the Full Council Meeting should be the last 

meeting in an election year, to ensure that all business is dealt with. 

Cllr N Davey said that the system of holding the Full Council Meeting as the final meeting in April in an 

election year could be implemented and could begin in 4 years’ time, excluding any planning meetings. 

Cllr T Lindus Suggested that something should be put into the Standing Orders now.  

     237 Neighbourhood Plan: 

To resolve to adopt the following terms of reference 

STEERING GROUP TERM OF REFERENCE (TORs) 

Background 

Tiverton Town Council has tasked its Planning Committee with the production of a Neighbourhood Plan 

(The Plan) for Tiverton and has determined that The Plan shall cover the entire area within the Tiverton 

Parish Boundary. 

The Tiverton Town Council Planning Committee, whilst retaining full management of the production of 

The Plan needs to be conducted outside of the normal committee meetings and needs to involve 

additional skills and expertise drawn from the community. 

A Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group (NPSG) has been created to execute the project. 

Cllr W Burke proposed to accept, seconded by Cllr T Lindus. Resolved to accept. 

238 Nominations for the position of Mayor and Deputy Mayor for the 2019/20 Civic Year: 

To note that such nominations are subject to the persons nominated being re-elected as councillors on the 

2nd May 2019. 

Cllr C Harrower proposed Cllr C Slade saying that he sat on many committees and was an exceptional 

Chair with an exceptional knowledge of local and wider groups. He was an excellent narrator, and sincere 

in both word and deed in these uncertain times. 

Cllr C Daw seconded by saying that Cllr C Slade had worked in radio and had an excellent ability in giving 

speeches. He would lift the profile of our town well. He chairs committees well and has assisted me to 

chair meetings. He is approachable and tells it as it is. “What can I say about Cllr C Slade he is a good man 

to represent us as the Mayor of Tiverton for such a time as this. 

Cllr T Bridger proposed Cllr T Lindus saying that he had past experience of being the Mayor of Tiverton 

along with years of knowledge. Cllr Ben Holdman seconded Cllr T Lindus. 

Cllr W Burke requested a show of hands to vote. 

Cllr L Cruwys said he would abstain and called for a paper vote. 

Cllr C Harrower also requested a paper vote. 

The Mace Bearers conducted a paper vote. 

A majority of votes were received for Cllr C Slade to be the Mayor of Tiverton subject to re-election. 

Cllr J Jordan then nominated Cllr S Griggs for the position of Deputy Mayor of Tiverton, saying that she 

had stood down previously to let him take the position. He said Cllr S Griggs had been Mayor of Tiverton 

before and would carry out her role to a high standard. 

Cllr N Davey seconded saying he had known Cllr S Griggs for a good number of years and that she carried 

out her duties with great gusto. 

All resolved to accept Cllr S Griggs to be Deputy Mayor of Tiverton subject to re-election. 

239 Correspondence: 

No correspondence received. 

240 Next Meeting: 

Annual Council Meeting Monday 13th May 2019 at 11am and 6.30pm. 

  

 

 

Signed    --------------------------------------------------- 
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Date -------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 


