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1. Introduction 
Tiverton Town Council is committed to securing and maintaining strong ethical working 

relationships with public bodies, local community groups and organisations as well as inviting 

involvement from the public on the planning and delivery of its services. 

 

2. Purpose 
Tiverton Town Council accepts that public services that involve their users are likely to be of 

higher quality and more relevant to the communities they serve. This policy describes how 

the Council interacts with the community and consults them on planning and policy matters. 

 

3. Scope 
This document is a legal requirement of Section 18 of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase 

Act 2004 (as amended by the Planning Act in 2008 and the Localism Act in 2011) and it sets 

out how Tiverton Town Council will involve and consult with the community on planning 

matters. 

 

4. Process 

a. Planning Applications 
The role of the Council in the planning process is to influence planning decisions and 

policies which affect the local community. The Council actively encourages interested 
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parties and members of the public to attend planning meetings and give their opinions on 

local planning applications.  

 

Developers are actively encourages to consult with local communities and the Town 

Council as part of the pre application process so that site specific issues can be addressed. 

 

Councillors who serve on the Planning Committee are offered extensive training so that 

they understand the procedures required to challenge applications which not in the best 

interests of the local community. 

 

b. Neighbourhood Planning 
A Neighbourhood Plan is the framework for how Tiverton evolves in the future and it 

identifies the needs and the aspirations of the local community. Tiverton Town 

Council is committed to preparing a robust plan which involves the whole community 

and to do this it will: 

 

 Hold public consultations; 

 Include members of the public onto the steering group; 

 Provide councillors who will serve onto interest groups; 

 Provide planning training to serving members of the steering group so that 

planning decisions can be fully understood; 

 Employ consultants to guide and advise the steering group. 

 

c. Council Meetings 
All Council and subcommittee meetings (apart from the Staffing committee) are open 

to the public. To try and ensure as much public participation as possible, the Council: 

 

 Publishes notice of meetings at least three days prior to the meeting on public 

noticeboards, the Council website and social media pages; 

 Includes a Democratic period where members of the public are encouraged 

to speak on local topics and ask questions to the Council; 

 Actively encourage local schools, organisations and societies to give a 

presentation at Full Council meetings to inform the elected members of the 

work that local community group’s support in the town. 

 

d. Public Consultations 
Public Consultations are sometimes required when large decisions are required by the 

Council which will have a noticeable effect on the local community. For the Council 

this could mean abandoning or adopting local services. There may be a number of 

reasons to consult: to garner views and preferences, to understand possible 

unintended consequences of a council decision or to get views on implementation. If 

a public consultation is required the Council: 
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 Ensure that the timeframes for consultation will be on a case to case basis 

but will be proportionate and allow sufficient time for a considered 

response: 

 Aim to ensure that consultations will capture a full range of stakeholders; 

 Post relevant information onto the Council’s website to enhance 

accessibility and opportunities for reuse; 

 Will avoid launching consultations during local or national election 

periods. 

 

5. Law 
The policy is implemented within the framework of the relevant legislation, which 

includes: 

 

 Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 (as amended by the Planning 

Act in 2008 and the Localism Act in 2011) 

 The Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) 

(England) Order 2015 

 Planning Act 2008 

 Localism Act in 2011 

 Listed Buildings and Conservation Area Regulations 1990 

 

This policy will be reviewed and agreed by the Council annually. 


