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Tiverton Town Council 
Town Hall, St Andrew Street, Tiverton, Devon EX16 6PG 

Town Clerk: J.F. Vanderwolfe Chartered MCIPD 

Email:townclerk@tivertontowncouncil.gov.uk 

Phone: 01884 253404 Fax: 01884 258550 

 

Minutes of the Christmas Lights Committee Meeting held on Monday 29th February 2016 

Present: Cllr S Griggs (Chairman), Cllr C Daw, Cllr C Harrower 

In Attendance: Town Clerk (John Vanderwolfe), Assistant to the Town Clerk (Carole Oliphant),  

Absent:  Cllr J Rawlings 

001 Apologies  
Cllr D Knowles (Meeting), Cllr S Bush (Working), Cllr N Davey (Away), Cllr Miss C Slade (Away), Mrs P 
Grainger (Away). Apologies  for absence were accepted 

002 Declarations of Interest 
None declared at this stage of the meeting 

003 Minutes  
The minutes of the meeting held on the 14th December 2015 were adopted as a true record 

004 Matters Arising  
None 

005 Financial Update 
The town clerk provided a financial update regarding the cost centre. He advised that only one 
business had not paid the fee for advertising in the Christmas leaflet 2015 and that an invoice from 
the Miller Brothers had still not been received.  

006 Christmas Leaflet 
The Town Clerk advised the need for a pro forma for entrants into the Christmas leaflet 2016 which 
would ensure that there were no disputes over billing and the design of advertisements. He 
requested that the office staff and Shake Creative meet to agree a process for ensuring that 
advertisements were authorised by the Council prior to inclusion in the leaflet. Cllr Harrower stated 
that she felt that the leaflet process had been rushed in 2015 and it had been difficult for 
councillors to co-ordinate a response to request to get local business on board. Chairman Cllr S 
Griggs advised that the Christmas leaflet may have had it’s day and that only £1000 had been raised 
in 2015 compared to a few years ago when the revenue was closer to £7000. The committee 
decided to defer a decision on the Christmas leaflet until the next meeting. The committee wanted 
to thank the office staff for all their efforts to get the leaflet completed in 2015. 

007 Switch-on Date 2016 
The committee decided that Saturday 26th November 2016 would be the preferred date but 
requested that the Assistant to the Town Clerk check with Jon Sowden from the Tiverton High 
School to see if this date was suitable. If this date was not suitable an alternative of 19th November 
2016 was agreed. 

008 Non-Elected members on this committee 
The Town Clerk advised that there had been a concern that the Events Committee had indicated 
that lots of it’s members would like to be on the Christmas Lights committee. His advice was that at 
the recent Chairman’s meeting it has been agreed that there should not be more non-elected 
members than there were elected members and that the public should not have voting rights. He 
advised that this would be put forward as a motion at the next Full Council meeting and the 
committee agreed to abide by the decision of Full Council. 

009 200 Club 
The 200 club scheme was explained to new committee members who felt that this would be a good 
scheme to resurrect. The Assistant to the Town Clerk would investigate the rules and compile a 
scheme joining letter and terms and conditions which would be brought to the next meeting for 
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approval. 

010 Other fundraising ideas 
The Chairman Cllr S Griggs advised that it would be better to do a few large events which brought in 
funds rather that lots of smaller events which took up a lot of effort for little return. The committee 
agreed that the following events would be considered and would be brought before the next 
committee meeting: 

 Christmas Party held in the summer; 

 Sparkly Pants Logo T Shirts – Costing to be investigated by Cllr C Harrower; 

 Pamper event – Cllr S Griggs to investigate 

011 Next Meeting 
Monday 4th April 5.30pm 

 


