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Tiverton Town Council 
Town Hall, St Andrew Street, Tiverton, Devon EX16 6PG 

Town Clerk: J.F. Vanderwolfe Chartered MCIPD 

Email:townclerk@tivertontowncouncil.gov.uk 

Phone: 01884 253404 Fax: 01884 258550 

 

Minutes of the Christmas Lights Committee Meeting held on Monday 12th October 2015  

Present: Cllr S Griggs (Chairman), Cllr S Bush, Cllr C Daw, Cllr C Harrower, Cllr N Davey and Mrs P Grainger. 

In Attendance: Town Clerk (John Vanderwolfe), Assistant to the Town Clerk (Carole Oliphant), Rachel Jenman (MDDC), 

Claire Heaven-Roberts (Tiverton Hotel), Jon Sowden (Tiverton High School) 

Absent: Cllr J Rawlings, Cllr C Slade (Miss) 

019 Apologies  
Cllr D Knowles (Event). Apology was accepted 

020 Declarations of Interest 
None declared at this stage of the meeting 

021 Minutes  
The minutes of the meeting held on the 7th September 2015 were adopted as a true record 

022 Matters Arising  
The town clerk advised that Amy Tregellas confirmed that MDDC would cover the cost of the 
Market Walk Illuminations. The lights for the Pannier Market were purchased by MDDC from 
Festive Lighting but they cannot be located at the present time. MDDC are unsure if Festive Lighting 
took them down January, so the town clerk advised them to speak to Shaun at Festive Lighting who 
would be able to help. 
Town clerk responded to a query in the minuted item 016 of the last meeting from Cllr S Bush 
regarding the delay in sequence at the switch on event. He advised that Festive Lighting confirmed 
that they could install relays to ensure all of the lights came on at the same time but the cost was 
over £1000 and was prohibitive. 

023 Budget Update 
The town clerk presented the budget and noted that £1.4k had previously been held for a bill from 
Western Power Distribution for the use of the unmetered supply in 2013/2014. However, this bill 
had never materialised and therefore the £1.4k would be brought into the budget for 2015/2016. 

024 Arrangements for Switch On 
The switch on date was confirmed as 21st November 2015 and Rachel Jenman (Town Centre 
Manager) confirmed that MDDC would have free parking in the Multi Story car park on this day. 
Jon Sowden offered the services and resources of Tiverton High School for the switch on event 
which could include portable stage blocks, lighting, sound and entertainment. The committee were 
pleased and grateful for the High School to arrange this. Jon Sowdens partnership office will be a 
point of contact for any acts or entertainment on the stage who wish to be included in the 
programme. Cllr S Bush will work with Jon Sowden and his team to stage manage and co-ordinate 
the switch on event entertainment. The lantern parade will include a float this year to highlight the 
Lion King performance staged by 500 children during the Two Rivers Festival. Jon Sowden advised 
that they needed help in locating a large flatbed trailer. The committee provided names of possible 
local businesses who may be able to help. 
 
Rachel Jenman advised that she was trying to get the Market Traders involved to stay open later 
and Cllr S Griggs advised that the committee would need to know soon if this was to happen in 
order to promote this.  
 
There were discussions on the final location of the stage and it was decided that Cllr Griggs, Jon 
Sowden, Philippa Grainger, along with Cllr W Burke would do a site visit to decide. Cllr C Harrower 
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suggested the Head Boys/Girls of both the High School and Blundells should switch on the lights and 
Cllr C Daw suggested one of the characters from the Lion King to fit in with the Lantern Parade.  
Cllr S Griggs advised that the banner space outside Banburys had been booked to advertise the 
switch on event for £50 to which Claire Heaven-Roberts agreed to sponsor and pay for the banner 
space. 
 
Cllr S Griggs advised that she was currently investigating the cracker throwing competition, the 
return of the stilt walkers, rebooking the Miller Brothers and a pancake seller had been in contact 
as they were very interested to come along. In addition to the arrangements made and discussed 
the Chairman advised that a number of working parties would be needed prior to the switch on 
event and in addition to the normal committee meetings. 
 
Resolved to book both the Miller Brothers and Stilt Walkers if available. 
 

025 Fundraising Activities 
Shake Creative will be constructing the leaflet and Jo Mortimer was going to produce a new picture 
for the front cover. The leaflet brings in the most funds and Cllr S Griggs and Philippa Grainger 
outlined the prices being charged to businesses for entry into the 2015 leaflet. It was noted that 
adverts would be subject to VAT. The Committee would be responsible for contacting local 
businesses and selling the advertising space. The Council would arrange administrative support with 
invoices and contacting local organisations to produce the ‘what’s on’ calendar for insert into the 
leaflet. 
 
Cllr C Daw has arranged a buffet night at The Velvet on 26th October at 8.00pm tickets are £10 per 
head. She has also arranged a Carol service to be held outside of the Town Hall on the 20th 
December at 4.00pm. 
 
Cllr S Bush is organising a domestic Christmas lights display competition and advised that the 
Gazette were keen to cover the story and be involved. Suggestions for prizes included free tickets to 
the Mid Devon Show. Claire Heaven-Roberts suggested that the Council write to the Show 
Committee to ask for a donation of tickets. Cllr S Bush would need Council admin support with the 
competition entry forms. 
 
The Committee were advised that there would be no Victorian Fayre in St Peter’s Church this year 
and therefore it may be an opportunity to organise something that would bring in donations. 

018 Next Meeting  
The next scheduled meeting will be on Monday 9th November at 4.30pm. 

 


