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MAYORS ANNUAL REPORT 
Tiverton Town Council continues to work hard to support the town its business and its electorate. The 
Town Clerk John Vanderwolfe, his Assistant Carole Oliphant and Clerical Assistant Julie Hubbard make 
a good team and work well together to support the Mayor and the elected members. The Town 
Council respects its electorate and the hard work that many members of the public put into running 
many of our clubs, groups, events and voluntary organisations that go to make up our town. 
 
During the year we have seen the Tiverton in Bloom committee win the highly acclaimed Gold Award 
as a result of the hard work by committee members and its chair Cllr Burke. We hope that they achieve 
the same again this year. The town is 'blooming marvellous’ in the summer months when all the 
flowering baskets, containers and flower beds are at their best.  As a Town Council we feel this adds 
to the attractiveness of the town and encourages more visitors. The Town Council still funds the 
Christmas lights in the town and again we feel this helps to increase footfall to the town and in turn 
helps our businesses. It brings festive cheer & the 'switch on' event always brings the town to life with 
family fun and the schools lantern parade bringing the community and council together.  
 
This year saw Tiverton Town Council take over the cost of running the public toilets to stop them from 
closing. The cleaning is now working well but we are very disappointed that they are constantly being 
abused and vandalised. This costs the Town Council even more money and if this continues we might 
have to reconsider our decision to maintain this service. 
 
Tiverton Town Council has achieved the Foundation level of the local council’s award scheme and we 
are currently aiming towards the Quality level. 
 
Our 'Street Cleaning Boys' continue to do a good job ensuring our town is kept clean and tidy. In 
addition to this we have invested in a wheelie litter truck to enable us as a council to be more efficient. 
Shops and businesses regards street cleanliness as a priority to help keep customers returning to our 
town. The clean-up team won a special award at the Britain in Bloom award ceremony in 2014. 
 
In Tiverton we have 7 allotment sites and the Town Council oversees these ensuring that they are 
properly maintained and that vacant sites are made available to anyone wanting one, there are some 
available at the moment. Help is available for anyone who hasn't kept an allotment before. 
There is a very active Twinning group in Tiverton that Tiverton Town Council supports and the Mayor 
is their president. We are twinned with Hoffheim and Chinon. 
 
Tiverton Town Council encourages our local schools to attend the twice annual Proclamation of The 
Fair ceremony in Fore Street. This is an old tradition involving penny throwing and is popular with 
children and adults who watch alike. It is good to maintain theses traditions. 
 
You can see the various reports presented from our committee chairs and see how these committees 
contribute to the success of running our town. Our committees meet regularly and are made up of 
town councillors with some cooperated members of the public. This year I was pleased to introduce 
monthly councillor’s surgeries. This gives the electorate the opportunity to meet our councillors and 
ask questions if they should wish to. 
 
Tiverton has also taken its first steps towards the Neighbourhood Plan and we hope to see this 
progress over the coming months. Tiverton Town Council is available to help with this where 
necessary. 
The Council has an emergency procedure in place in case of any major emergency in Tiverton. This 
was tested about 12 months ago when the Twyford Public House had a serious fire and we had to set 
up a rest centre in the New Hall. We felt we managed the situation very well. 



 

 

 
Tiverton Town Council has been working with Mid Devon District Council to establish how to keep our 
most used play parks open. This is ongoing. 
 
The Town Council, Royal British Legion & Mid Devon District Council have formed a working party to 
look at the possible re-siting of the war memorial to Angel Hill.  
 
Tiverton Town Council would like to see Tiverton become a Dementia Friendly town and we will be 
hearing a talk about this later this evening.  
 
The Assistant to the Town Clerk, Carole Oliphant has been working hard on our website and there has 
been a huge improvement and you will now be able to access much more up to date information when 
visiting the website.  
 
This is not an exhaustive list but will, I hope, give you an idea of the work that has been done this year. 
I hope that our electorate will see that Tiverton Town Council has been working hard with some of 
our town councillors in their wards and in the town to improve where we live. 
 

Cllr Sue Griggs - Mayor 

31st March 2015 

TOWN CLERKS ANNUAL REPORT 
The Civic year finished with 23 councillors and one vacant position.  

Councillor Mary Turner M.B.E and Councillor Alan Griffiths have decided not to stand for the next 

council. We thank them for their many years of loyal service to the town.  

There will be an election in two of the council’s five wards and vacant spaces on two wards. There 

will be 20 elected councillors, therefore we will have more than reached our two-thirds majority 

required to re-instate the Power of Competence for the next four years.  

Under the new Local Council Award Scheme Tiverton has been awarded Foundation status and 

hopes to reach the second Quality award level later this year.  

We have developed our website and it now includes details that are required under the 

Governments transparency policy.   

This year the Town Council took over control of four of the public conveniences in the town. The two 

located in the parks will only open during the summer, but the other two will operate throughout 

the year. The council has also taken over the hanging baskets that MDDC previously dealt with. It is 

likely that the council will have to make further decisions in the future regarding services at present 

provided by the principle authorities if we are to retain the level of services we enjoy in the town at 

present.  

This year the council ran a number of surgeries which gave members of the public the opportunity to 

come along and meet councillors and discuss issues. I hope that this will continue in the new council 

year.  

Whilst our financial pressures are greater than they were we have managed through good 

housekeeping to maintain our budget and precept at a reasonable level.  



 

 

I believe that there are many opportunities for town and parish councils to make a difference in their 

communities and hope that with the new team after the election we will all thrive to do our level 

best for Tiverton. 

 

John Vanderwolfe FILCM Chartered MCIPD  

Town Clerk  

ALLOTMENT COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT 
A new footpath was put in place at Pinnex and a concrete area erected for use at the entrance to the 

site. Improvements were also made at Beech Road.  We have introduced a deposit charge of £25 to 

new tenants. This was introduced because of the number of tenants who felt that they could just not 

renew their tenancy agreement and walk away leaving the site in a poor state. In future those paying 

that deposit will receive their deposit back providing they have given the proper notice and left their 

plot in a reasonable state.  

The next financial year will see improvements on the Kings Street site and hopefully further 

improvements at Beech Road.  

The Eastern extension of Tiverton has been planned with allotment sites. The number of people on 

the waiting list has been drastically reduced and it seems, in line with national trends, that the number 

of people wanting allotments has peaked for the present.  

Unfortunately the number of thefts from allotment sheds has increased again and it is not a good idea 

to keep valuable equipment in your shed. We would remind tenants that bonfires can only be lit on 

sites on the first weekend of the month.  

The Allotment year has changed from the 1st April to the 1st October following discussions with the 

allotment association and some tenants. It is hoped that this will be far more practicable than the 

former date. 

In the main allotment gardens are maintained to a good standard, however the council staff and 

councillors still have to spend time checking some plots and sending out letters to those who do not 

cultivate them in line with their tenancy agreement.  

Cllr G Luxton 

Chairman Allotments Committee  

TIVERTON IN BLOOM COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT 
After 40 years we were delighted to have at last reached Gold Award Status in the South West in 

Bloom Portman Cup last year. This was a tremendous effort by everyone concerned, for which I thank 

you all. The judges were very impressed with Tiverton. Our hanging baskets, provided by Bristol City 

Council, were admired by everyone, and we even had people from Sidmouth saying how good they 

looked.  

This year we will be taking over the baskets that were in previous years looked after by Mid Devon 

District Council. This will allow us to have a common theme throughout the town.  

We were very pleased last year that the Tiverton Rotary Club sponsored the baskets on the river walk 

that is now been renamed Rotary Way.  



 

 

We have had to increase the cost of the hanging baskets this year, although it should be noted that 

the town council still subsidises the cost, which includes watering throughout the season.  

Leaflets will shortly be distributed to those who entered the garden competition last year; and 

hopefully we will also attract some new entrants this year.  

 

Cllr W Burke 

Chairman Tiverton in Bloom 

PLANNING ANNUAL REPORT 
This committee is made up of Councillors from the five town wards, Castle, Lowman, Cranmore, 
Westexe South and Westexe North. Meetings are held at the Town Hall 1st & 3rd Monday of each 
month. 
 
Members of the public are welcome to attend and speak on any of the applications dealt with at that 
meeting. As consultees to Mid Devon District Council we are not able to permit or refuse an 
application. The committee can support or give a valid reason for objection. On some applications a 
site visit may be needed. Over the last 12 months 155 applications were dealt with. This is down from 
last year as new government guide lines now permits some development without planning 
permission. The committee is also consultees for licensing of new premises, outside events to sell 
alcohol or changes to opening hours. 
 
This last year has seen some larger developments in the town, the McCarthy & Stone development 
behind the Town Hall and the regeneration of some cottages in St. Andrews Street has started and the 
new development for homes near Farleigh Meadows has also begun. 
 
The Twyford Inn site has just proposed the erection of 8 dwellings following the removal of the burnt-
out former public house. 
 
Alexandra Lodge at Old Road has also applied to renovate and extend to provide 45 extra care 
apartments and community facilities. 
 
 
Cllr. Elaine Trump 
Chairman Planning Committee 

CIVIC COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT   
There have been five meetings of the Civic and Ceremonial committee this year. 
 
The main issues we have addressed have been the repair of the Halsbury casket and the maces, one 
of which was in a very vulnerable state.  The way we reimburse the Beadle and Mace Bearers in the 
future will change, and also the format for the Mayor's Banquet. 
 
We have received and been promised virtually the whole cost of the repair of the casket and thanks 
to Councillor Colthorpe for a contribution from her County “pot” towards the repair of the maces. 
 
We were sad to receive the resignation of Mike Sampson as one of our Mace Bearers, and the 
retirement of Cecil Attwater, the other, at the end of the Civic year.  We would like to hear from 
anyone who would be interested in taking on these roles.  An honorarium is available for these 



 

 

positions.  All enquiries to be made to the Town Clerk. 
 
There is to be a change in the format of the Mayor's Banquet.  In future it will be called the Mayor's 
Dinner, and tickets for the event will be purchased, the Mayor to be responsible for any entertainment 
and flowers etc. and there will be  a pay bar.  This year the dinner will be held on the 4th July at the 
Tiverton Hotel. 
 
The annual Town Crier Competition was held on 31st May with 6 criers.  An event which is enjoyed by 
them all.  This year it will be held on the 30th May.  We are still without a Town Crier even though it 
has been advertised and on our web site. 
 
Due to the elections Mayor choosing will be held on the 18th May and the Civic Service on the 31st 
May, which everyone is invited to attend. 
 
Cllr Janet Rendle 
Chairman Civic & Ceremonial Committee 
 

FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMIITTEE ANNUAL REPORT 
Whilst taking on a number of new responsibilities the town council has managed to keep its budget 

at a very reasonable level, and we still have one of the lowest D rate charges for a town of our size.  

At our monthly meetings the committee are presented with the financial figures for the previous 

month and a list of all payments and receipts.   

We have taken advantage of changes in legislation to upgrade the way in which we deal with our 

payments. Most payments are now made on line, with a few still being made by cheque. In doing 

this we have ensured that we maintain adequate safeguards to protect our funds. At the same time 

we reviewed and reissued our finance regulations.  

The F&GP committee has been pleased to have been able to recommend a number of towns and 

parishes together (TAP) fund grants to worthy causes in the town. The tap fund is made up of £1 per 

elector from Devon County Council, and 10p per elector from the Mid Devon District Council. It is 

good to know that even in these austere times the fund is going to continue in next financial year. 

We have taken the opportunity to update a number of our policies to reflect changes in legislation 

and our operations. We have also introduced a staff handbook which contains policies in one 

document, rather than having to search for such documents. 

The committee is geared up to look at other possible assets that the principle authorities may ask us 

to consider taking over in the future.  

As you can see by this brief report the F&GP committee has had a very busy year; and I predict the 

next year will be very similar!  

 

Cllr C Slade 

 Chairman Finance & General Purposes Committee  



 

 

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT  
We had very positive comments regarding the display for 2014. 2014 was the third and final year of 

the present contract with our supplier and therefore we will shortly be going out to tender for the 

Christmas displays for 2015, 16 and 17.  As you will be aware Christmas light displays are an 

expensive item and therefore if there are any companies or organisations out there who would like 

to sponsor some lights for this Christmas we would be delighted to hear from them.  

Cllr Sue Griggs 

Chairman Christmas Lights Committee 

COUNCILLORS LIST 2014-2015 
WARD COUNCILLOR 

Cranmore Lewis Clarke 

Cranmore Susan Griggs Mayor 

Cranmore Tony Hendy 

Cranmore Janet Smith 

Cranmore Kevin Wilson 

Cranmore Paul Mortimer 

Castle Janet Rendle 

Castle Elaine Trump 

Castle Tim Bridger 

Castle Jeff Rawlings 

Castle Steve Flaws 

Lowman Colin Slade 

Lowman Neal Davey  

Lowman Dennis   Knowles Deputy Mayor 

Lowman Gosia Konarzewska 

Lowman Alexandra Berry 

Westexe South Wallace  Burke 

Westexe South Alan Griffiths  

Westexe South Mary Turner (MBE) 

Westexe South Elizabeth Slade 

Westexe North Christina Daw 

Westexe North Gerald Luxton 

Westexe North Philippa Grainger 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE 
YEAR ENDING 31ST MARCH 2015 

 

 

Income

Administration income 1,866.43£           

Allotment Receipts 4,529.63£           

Bank Interest 384.20£              

Christmas Lights 3,686.05£           

Civic & Ceremonial' 2,470.00£           

Donation 445.00£              

Grants Income 1,500.00£           

Highways Fund 1,000.00£           

Holding Fund for Grants 12,778.00£         

Mayor's Charity Fund 2,203.89£           

Miscellaneous receipts 205.35£              

Neighbourhood Plan 7,000.00£           

New Hall' 27,863.54£         

Precept 247,100.00£       

Street Cleaning. 6,000.00£           

Tiverton In Bloom Income 4,530.60£           

Town Hall' 503.70£              

Town Hall Letting Income 1,499.00£           

Total Income 325,565.39£       

Expense

Administration 89,984.72£         

Adverse Weather Conditions 1,590.17£           

Allotments 2,091.56£           

Christmas Lights. 17,103.14£         

Civic & Ceremonial 10,063.07£         

Grants 35,198.00£         

New Hall 40,805.23£         

P3 Footpaths 231.25£              

Payments from Mayor's Charity 2,690.00£           

Projects 46,253.66£         

Public Conveniences 28,316.55£         

Public Works Board Loan 4,834.94£           

Tiverton In Bloom 10,508.88£         

Town Hall 12,132.23£         

Town Hall Letting 1,679.00£           

Total Expense 303,482.40£       



 

 

 

2014-2015 GRANTS AGREED FOR DISTRIBUTION 
 

 

Organisation Amount

Age UK 1,000.00£   

Tiverton Citizen's Advice Bureau 3,100.00£   

CHAT 3,000.00£   

Headway Devon 280.00£      

Mid Devon Messenger 350.00£      

Old Heathcoat School Community Centre 1,000.00£   

Sunningmead Community Centre 600.00£      

Tiverton & Mid Devon Museum Trust 1,750.00£   

Tiverton Tourist Information Centre 1,000.00£   

Tiverton Town Football Club 500.00£      

tiverton VIP Club 250.00£      

Tiverton Youth Orchestra 440.00£      

Unite 600.00£      

Mid Devon Show 400.00£      

Tiverton & District Community Transport A1,200.00£   

Tiverton Market Centre 1,000.00£   

Tiverton Adventure Playground 1,600.00£   

Tiverton Town Majorettes 300.00£      

Devon & Cornwall Police Cadets 1,000.00£   

Devon County Council 150.00-£      

Tivvy Fest 500.00£      

Tiverton Town Band 500.00£      

Involve 300.00£      

Tiverton Town Band 1,000.00£   

Total 21,520.00£ 


