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Minutes of the Allotments Committee Meeting held in the Mayoralty Room of the 

Town Hall on Monday 14th January 2019 commencing at 5.30pm. 

Present: Cllr’s G Luxton (chairman), P Young, W Burke,  I Hill & A 

Walker 

In attendance: Town Clerk (Mr J Vanderwolfe) and three members of the public 

 

 

150 Apologies   

An apology was received and accepted from Cllr T Bridger due to illness. 

 

151 Declaration of Interests   

There were no Declarations of Interest made at this stage of the meeting.  

152 Minutes   

The minutes of the meeting held on the 8th October  2018,   having been 

previously circulated, were adopted as a true record 

153 

 

Matters Arising  

No matters arising  

 

154 Democratic Period  

.Members of the Tiverton Allotment Society suggested that site inspections be 

carried out in May. The town clerk pointed out that due to the General Elections 

being held in May this would need to be in the later part of the month. All agreed 

this was a good idea.  

 

155 Poly Tunnel 

A poly tunnel had allegedly damaged a private property after it had broken loose 

during a storm.  There was no evidence that the poly tunnel had come from the 

Tomswell Allotment site and no tenant had reported losing one. It was agreed 

that future tenant agreements would state that it was the plot holder’s 

responsibility to ensure that such items are secured so that they cannot break 

away. It was also agreed that a maximum size of 3m by 4m would be introduced.  

156 Review of Allotment Management 

Because of health problems Cllr Luxton was unable to drive to sites to sort out 
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problems or deal with new tenants. Cllr Hill volunteered to drive Cllr Luxton to the 

sites if this would assist. All agreed that this was a very kind offer and should be 

accepted.  

157 Pest and Vermin Issues  

Over the summer period there had been a number of complaints on several sites 

of rabbits eating produce. Some tenants had felt that the council should take 

measures to prevent this, and one tenant had felt that there should be 

compensation for loss of produce. It was agreed that tenants are responsible, as 

far as possible, for protecting their crops against vermin. The council would not 

take responsibility for this, nor would it offer compensation. Tenants should also 

do all in their power to prevent the attraction of vermin like mice and rats by not 

leaving food items in compost bins and bonfire heaps.   

 

It was agreed that a newsletter would be displayed on each site pointing out 

these decisions and also asking tenants not to place weed killer on the paths.  

 

158 Closing of Meeting 

The meeting closed at 6pm 

 

159 Next Meeting  

TBA 

 

  


